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PS 147: Rising Casinos Costs Live | North Dakota 
Slots in 2021 

Opening 

Hello! Today’s episode #147 of the Professor Slots podcast discusses the rising costs of 
visiting a casino. Plus, in this episode, I’ll be covering the current state of slot machine 
casino gambling in the great U.S. state of North Dakota. 

Thank you for joining me for the Professor Slots podcast show. I’m Jon Friedl and this is 
the podcast about slot machine casino gambling. It is where I provide knowledge, 
insights, and tools for helping you improve your slot machine gambling performance.  

On Last Week’s Episode… 

In case you missed it, on my last episode I went over a strategy for the unique Class III 
slot machines in the Pacific Northwest state of Washington from my weekly live stream 
Q&A session on YouTube. 

Further, I reviewed North Carolina slot machine casino gambling in 2021.  

I hope you enjoyed listening to my last episode as much as I enjoyed making it for you. 

Call to Action (add sound effect afterward) 

Remember to sign up at https://Courses.ProfessorSlots.com to register for my online 
course for slots enthusiasts, 30 Days to Play Slots Smarter and Win, including how to 
leave a casino with your winnings. 

YouTube Q&A Session from September 3, 2021 

Here’s the audio recording of my latest live stream Q&A session. 

OPENING 

I hope everyone had a great Labor Day Weekend. That’s right, HAD! To those of you 
who are watching this live, including those of you in the live chat, WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING HERE? Go enjoy your weekend and watch this live stream later. I mean, I 
appreciate that you’re here with me today as we discuss the increase price of visiting a 
casino. I really do, but I’m mostly offering a live show today so that you can catch it later 
and so I can post the audio late tomorrow, Sunday, so fans of my podcast have 
something to listen to during their drive home on Monday.  

https://courses.professorslots.com/
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Even if you’re not traveling this Labor Day weekend, for various reasons having to do 
with the surging delta variant or various natural disasters, I do hope you are able to 
enjoy this fabulous weekend – even if you’re spending part of it with me right now. So, 
thank you. 

I’ve been thinking a lot lately about something I’ve noticed lately during my visits to 
casinos. I don’t know why I didn’t notice sooner. I mean, sure, I used to always place 
maximum bets. That’s probably why I didn’t notice that minimum bets were going up, 
up, up!  

But on my latest casino trips, I’ve been trying out and testing slot machine evaluation 
methods as well as working on refinements to my 5-spin test method. Both use 
minimum bets, so that’s when it basically hit me in the face: Minimum bets are 
increasing. It’s something I’m going to keep an eye on because there’s a question in my 
mind about these minimum bets. Have they stopped increasing yet?? 

But the rising cost of going to a casino isn’t just due to casinos increasing minimum bets. 
What else cost more? Well, what DOESN’T cost more lately. Food, parking, valet, resort 
fees for hotel stays, and what appears to be lower payout percentages. Or, at least, wildly 
fluctuating payout percentages, first up then down then up again like we’re on a roller-
coaster. But sometimes that just out subjective feelings about our casino visits. Yet other 
times it’s an objective observation because some of us use my gambling record-keeping 
templates or make their own to track our performance trip by trip and casino by casino. 
So, let’s get into all that and more. 

But first, we have a few donations…! 

ADVERTISEMENT #1 (start of show) 

Lately, I’ve been collecting reviews from those of you who have signed up to my 30 Days 
to Play Slots Smarter and Win online course. Yesterday, a course participant who calls 
themselves a “newbie slots player”, you know who you are, said, “Professor Slots gives a 
lot of knowledge and insight through this self paced, 30-day course. I now know more 
than I did when I started. It’s definitely worth the investment. Equip yourself with better 
know how and walk away knowing you are that much closer to a hand pay!!”. 

Another slots enthusiast, a retired gentleman, said, “I have searched for a winning slots 
strategy for a long time. Jon Friedl has provided this in an easy to follow format using his 
tried and true, successful methods. His strategies were developed over many years and 
will provide insight as to how casinos set up their slot machines and how the player can 
successfully implement his strategies to use the setup to win. It is a comprehensive 
program that is well worth your time and effort. Thank you, Professor Slots!” 
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Thank you both for these great testimonials. If you’re a course participant, I’ve added a 
course review opportunity which you’ll find at the end of each section of the course. 
When you have a moment, please take the opportunity to leave a course review.  

I’m always working to make this course the best it can be so I'd love to hear your 
thoughts. It's honestly not just a formality for me -- I read every response and use the 
input from every lesson to tweak and improve the next one. It’s just a title and paragraph 
to complete and should take you no more than 2 minutes to complete - unless you have 
a lot of things to write...which is totally fine. :) Thanks so much for your time! 

In other news about the course, I’m back to offering it at a discount until the next 
upgrade, a more substantial upgrade which I’ve already started work on and expect to 
upload months from now. With the course you’ll get lifetime access to every future 
version at no additional cost. That perk comes along with a free pdf copy of my book 
Learning to Win also available on Amazon as a Kindle e-book, softcover, hardcover, and 
audio book. Other perks include my 2021 gambling record-keeping templates including 
simple, medium, and advanced versions in various formats.  

Also, last week I launched my paid community Slots Enthusiasts Growth Network 
where course participants get the first month free to provide support to help them 
through my 30 Days to Play Slots Smarter and Win course.  

And see courses.professorslots.com for the link to sign up my 30 Days to Play Slots 
Smarter and Win course or just use the link found in the description. As mentioned, I’ve 
recently decided to offer it again at a significantly reduced cost. And if you choose not to 
sign up for the course but still want to join our support community for slot enthusiasts, 
you can sign up for Slots Enthusiasts Growth Network at community.professorslots.com 
but, if you’re not a course participant, without getting the first month free. Again, links to 
both the discount course and support community are available in the video description 
and podcast show notes. 

Thanks so much for listening to my updates.  

INTERLUDE 

Let’s check in with the Live Chat to briefly say hello…. 

That was excellent!  

Now, on with the show! 

BODY 

Have you noticed the rising cost of playing a slot machine? As I mentioned, I’d somehow 
missed seeing that was happening until recently. When I asked my audience of slots 
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enthusiasts about it, they informed me that the minimum bets were sometimes as low as 
30-cents but more usually 68-cents or 88 cents. That’s a lot! A few audience members 
did mention that their casino still had 1-cent bets on penny machines. One of them went 
in a remote casino in the state of Washington and the other was in New Zealand.  

Raising the minimum bet at a casino is tough of so many slots enthusiasts who bring a 
$100 or $200 bankroll to the casino to play slots. These are not small bankrolls, or at least 
I don’t like to call them that because I believe any size bankroll is just fine – but I’m 
having to rethink that when casinos have minimum bets which are close to a $1. 

If you bring more than a $200 bankroll to the casino, your gameplay session has also 
been shortened. It really doesn’t matter how much your bankroll is, large or small, when 
casinos raise the minimum bets. What will they do next, remove the 1-credit bet option 
on $5, $10, $25, and $100 denomination slot machines? That’s where all this is headed, 
you know. 

It’s like the rising cost of tuition. Tuition had been going up for decades but recently 
stopped. Why? Because universities reached the maximum cost a student and their 
parents could afford. But universities didn’t stop there. Yes, they finally hit the 
maximum. But they found another way to effectively double or more how much tuition 
they were getting. How? They’ve increased the number of students in classrooms. 
Instead of a classroom that would hold 30 students, they’re rebuilding campus buildings 
to only have lecture halls holding 100 or more students.  

While I could go on about the educational consequences of this economic decision, let’s 
consider the business consequences for casinos when raising minimum bets on slot 
machines. 

First, it’s risky because what if that casino’s nearby competitor doesn’t raise their 
minimum bets quite so high? Well, that first casino’s patrons will be lost to the second 
casino with its lower minimum bets. Has this happened? As far as I can tell, not at all. 
Why not? Because its gone unnoticed. Nobody has raised the alarm. Nobody has made a 
fuss over rising minimum bets. Well, they hadn’t. With this live stream, I have. 

If you listen to other podcasts, for a couple of years we’ve heard about the fuss casino 
goers have been making about resort fees. If you stayed at a hotel on the Las Vegas Strip, 
your hotel bill included a “resort fee” nearly the size of the hotel occupancy charge. And 
raising a fuss for a year by recreational gambling influencers really got the attention of a 
lot of people. And casinos started losing money despite the income from these resort 
fees. It negatively impacted their revenue. 

Similarly, let’s kick up a fuss about the rising costs of minimum bets on slot machines. 
Seriously, 30-cent minimum bets on penny machines. Why do they even call them 
penny machines anymore? Like high tuition at universities, they’re driving away 
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customers that can no longer afford to play slot machines. I guess they think slots 
enthusiasts with bankrolls of $200 or less aren’t worth their time and attention?  

Well, casinos that do this, I hope your competitor doesn’t notice your error. Honestly, it’s 
a simple economic analysis. You have far more customers with bankrolls of $200 or less 
than you do customers which apparently now are your focus. What does that mean? 
That slots players with bankrolls of $200 are your “bread-and-butter”. They’re the 
lifeblood of your business. And you’re driving them away by raising minimum bets. 
From a business perspective, this is bad, bad, bad news. Don’t you know that? 

There are other ways in which the cost of going to a casino is going up. Unfortunately, 
it’s not something that casinos have any control over. It’s the pandemic and food 
services. While some casinos still have buffets, I hear those in the Blackhawk, Colorado 
casinos are awesome, most casinos have closed their buffets for health safety reasons.  

People need to eat. And if you’re a big eater, then buffets are the food source for you. I 
know it is for me. Back in graduate school, one of them anyway, I got involved in the 
martial arts program at Iowa State University. It was the biggest social club on campus, 
and I enjoyed taekwondo with hundreds of others for the stress relief and exercise, but I 
also got involved as a volunteer in Master Pak’s office. He’s world famous, by the way. 
And the youngest inductee of the Martial Arts Hall of Fame in Los Angeles.  

So Master Pak let me volunteer for him, mostly doing paperwork and helping set up 
tournaments and other large number of martial artist events. And he would occasionally 
take me out to lunch. At lunch one time, at the usual restaurant whose name I won’t 
mention but you would know it if I did, we had the buffet. I noticed he seemed 
particularly pleased when I came back from the buffet line with my third plate piled high 
with fried chicken, mashed potatoes, and green beans.  

So, I asked him, why are you so happy looking at me like that? He said that his volunteer 
of the last few years would come with him for lunch at this same restaurant, he’d pay for 
their buffet meal, and they’d bring back a plate from the buffer with only a single 
chicken leg on it. He said he was just so happy that, with me, he was getting his money’s 
worth. And so he did. 

Casino buffets are cheap places to get a meal, especially for foodies or individuals who 
otherwise love buffers. And those are gone. So now the food options available at casinos 
for the same piled high plates are not as cheap. How can they be? Piled high plates don’t 
usually exist. Although, there are exceptions. When I was staying at Golden Nugget Lake 
Charles, Louisiana earlier this year, the food portions at their non-buffet restaurants 
were HUGE. But they still cost more than a buffet would have.  

INTERLUDE 
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Where else are you seeing rising costs at your local casino? If you’re here live, let me 
know in the live chat. And now let’s check in again with the Live Chat…. 

Once again, that was excellent!  

ADVERTISEMENT #2 (end of show) 

Thanks to those of you already signed up to my 30 Days to Play Slots Smarter and Win 
online course available at courses.professorslots.com. As one participant said when 
review the course, “I would highly recommend to any Slots Enthusiasts professor slots 
course, he is very knowledgeable and experienced at playing Slots! It really works if you 
apply it! So happy I found him and his expertise!😀Thank you Professor slots for sharing 
your knowledge.” 

And you’re quite welcome! I’m so glad I can help. Along with the course you’ll get 
lifetime access to every future version at no additional cost plus get a few other valuable 
bonuses. See courses.professorslots.com to sign up my 30 Days to Play Slots Smarter and 
Win course for slots enthusiasts. You’ll also find the link in the description of this video 
and podcast episode. Also, last week I launched my support community, Slots 
Enthusiasts Growth Network. If you’re in the course, there’s a special link which gives 
you one-month free to support and help you while taking the course. 

If you’re not a course participant, you can still join by visiting 
community.professorslots.com. It’s all about getting support, help, and accountability 
along with exclusive Q&A sessions, tips, feedback, and much more. Join us! 

BODY 

…. 

CLOSING 

Let’s switch over to the Live Chat again and see what questions they might have…. 

Thanks for a great show. If you’re watch this video later, you’ll see a playlist/video I’ve 
created on …. 

If you’re listening on the podcast, stick around as we’ll be moving into the next segments 
of the show! And, as always, have fun, be safe, and make good choices! 

Call to Action (add sound effect afterward) 
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Remember to sign up at https://Courses.ProfessorSlots.com to register for my online 
course for slots enthusiasts, 30 Days to Play Slots Smarter and Win, including how to 
leave a casino with your winnings. 

Introduction 

This is the next segment of the show on slot machine casino gambling. Here, I provide a 
brief overview of the current state of gambling in a U.S. state, territory, or the federal 
district emphasizing, by far, anything of interest to slot machine casino gamblers.  

Up next is North Dakota slot machine casino gambling in 2021. Here goes! 

North Dakota slot machine casino gambling consists of six American Indian tribal 
casinos. Otherwise, North Dakota prohibits slot machines at racetracks and other OTB 
facilities as well as 800 charitable gaming sites. 

Relevant Legal Statutes on Gambling in North Dakota 

The minimum legal gambling age in North Dakota depends upon the gambling activity: 

• Land-Based Casinos: 21 
• Poker Rooms: 21 
• Bingo: 18, or younger if accompanied by an adult 
• Lottery: 18 
• Pari-Mutuel Wagering: 18 

Beginning in 1992, five negotiated tribal-state gaming compacts were approved allowing 
Class III Vegas-style gaming machines at tribal casinos in North Dakota. At North 
Dakota’s tribal casinos, the maximum bet is $25 

Slot Machine Private Ownership in North Dakota 

Next up is a usually short statement about slot machine private ownership, which I have 
included in case you live in this U.S. state and are considering owning a slot machine. 
Here it is:  

It is legal to own a slot machine privately in the state of North Dakota if it is 25 years old 
or older. 

Gaming Control Board in North Dakota 

https://courses.professorslots.com/
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The North Dakota gaming commission is the Licensing and Gaming Division of The 
Attorney General's Office. This gaming control board is responsible for enforcing gaming 
regulations on: 

• Charitable Gaming 
• Tribal Gaming 
• The North Dakota Lottery 

With regards to slot machines, the commission conducts random inspections at tribal 
casinos to ensure game integrity and compliance with wager limits and prize payout 
ratios. 

Casinos in North Dakota 

In this section, I’ll discuss North Dakota gambling establishments. There are six 
American Indian tribal casinos in North Dakota. The largest casino in North Dakota is 
Dakota Magic Casino Hotel. The second-largest casino is Sky Dancer Casino & Resort. 

Non-Tribal Casinos in North Dakota 

There are no commercial casinos in North Dakota with slot machines. However, two 
racetracks and a series of Off-Tracking Betting sites without slot machines exist. Further, 
another 800 sites state-wide offer charitable gaming but, also, none offer slot machines. 

American Indian Casinos in North Dakota 

There are six tribal casinos in North Dakota. As usual when there are too many casinos 
to mention here, a complete list, along with a casino map, are on my webpage for this 
state at professorslots.com/ND. 

Other Gambling Establishments 

As an alternative to enjoying North Dakota slot machine casino gambling, consider 
exploring casino options in a nearby state. Bordering North Dakota is: 

• North: The Canadian Provinces of Saskatchewan and Manitoba 
• East: Minnesota 
• South: South Dakota 
• West: Montana  

To visit any of my articles on these U.S. states, simply visit ProfessorSlots.com followed 
by its two-letter postal designation. For example, my Minnesota slots article is available 
at ProfessorSlots.com/MN. 
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Our North Dakota Slots Community Facebook Group 

Are you interested in sharing and learning with other slots enthusiasts in North Dakota? 
If so, join our North Dakota slots community on Facebook at professorslots.com/FBND. 
All you'll need is a Facebook profile to join this private Facebook Group freely. 

There, you'll be able to privately share your slots experiences as well as chat with players 
about slots gambling in or near North Dakota. Again, use this convenient link I’ve 
created to go directly to our Group on Facebook: professorslots.com/FBND. Join us! 

Payout Returns in North Dakota 

Minimum and maximum payout limits have been set with different minimum limits for 
video poker and video blackjack versus physical-reel and video slot machines. 

Each gaming compact states the theoretical payout for slot machines is between 80% and 
100%. Games of skill machines such as video poker and video blackjack have theoretical 
payouts between 83% and 100%. 

Gaming return statistics are not publicly available, as the gaming compacts do not 
require it. 

Summary of North Dakota Slots in 2021 

In summary, North Dakota slot machine casino gambling consists of six tribal casinos. 
Electronic gaming machines are not available at North Dakota’s pari-mutual wagering 
racetracks, OTB facilities, or 800+ locations with charitable gaming. 

Annual Progress in North Dakota Slot Machine Casino 
Gambling 

In the last year, there has been no significant change to the slots gaming industry in 
North Dakota. 

Call to Action (add sound effect afterward) 

Remember to sign up at https://Courses.ProfessorSlots.com to register for my online 
course for slots enthusiasts, 30 Days to Play Slots Smarter and Win, including how to 
leave a casino with your winnings. 

On the Next Episode of Professor Slots 

https://courses.professorslots.com/
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Part I of the next episode of the Professor Slots podcast will include a live stream Q&A 
session on YouTube. Next week’s live stream will be about taking a look at the monthly 
return statistics from U.S. states that offer them. 

Remember, my weekly Q&A session on YouTube is on Saturdays from Noon until 1 p.m. 
Eastern Time. Bring whatever slots questions you have, and I’ll do my best to answer 
them. 

An easy-to-remember link to my YouTube channel is YouTube.com/ProfessorSlots. Feel 
free to stop by anytime during my hour-long live Q&A session. 

Part II of the next episode of the Professor Slots podcast is another brief overview of the 
current state of gambling in a U.S. state, territory, or the federal district. Next time, I’ll be 
talking to you about the great U.S. territory of The Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands. 

Closing (closing music) 

That’s the end of another great episode of the Professor Slots podcast. Thanks so much 
for listening! 

Show notes for this episode are on my website at https://professorslots.com/episode147. 

I plan to have the next episode come out very soon for you, where I’ll have more 
amazing content for the show.  

Until the next episode: Have fun, be safe, and make good choices! Bye! 


