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PS 125: Florida Return-To-Player Live | Hawaii Slots 
in 2021 

Opening 

Hello! Today’s episode #125 of the Professor Slots podcast discusses if Florida’s 
commercial casinos have been cheating you. Plus, in this episode, I’ll be covering the 
current state of slot machine casino gambling in the great U.S. state of Hawaii. 

Thank you for joining me for the Professor Slots podcast show. I’m Jon Friedl and this is 
the podcast about slot machine casino gambling. It is where I provide knowledge, 
insights, and tools for helping you improve your slot machine gambling performance.  

On Last Week’s Episode… 

In case you missed it, on my last episode I went over slots money management tips from 
my weekly live stream Q&A session on YouTube. 

Further, I reviewed Georgia and Guam slot machine casino gambling in 2021.  

I hope you enjoyed listening to my last episode as much as I enjoyed making it for you. 

Call to Action (add sound effect afterward) 

Remember to visit professorslots.com/subscribe to get my Free Report Revealing … The 
top 7 online resources for improving your gambling performance, including the one I’ve 
used as a top-tier slot machine casino gambler. 

YouTube Q&A Session from Saturday, January 23, 2021 

Here’s the audio recording of my latest live stream Q&A session. 

OPENING 

Hello, slots enthusiasts! How are you? My name is Jon Friedl. Welcome to Professor 
Slots, a channel devoted to mastering casino slots so you can win your way to success! 

Today we’re going to be diving into checking to see if Florida’s commercial casinos have 
been cheating you since closing for two months early last year. 

It’s great to see you all here again for another Professor Slots podcast episode and live 
stream. If you’re with us live, be sure to say hello, ask your slots-related questions, and 
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sharing your own tight versus loose casinos wherever you play slots! I’ll get to those a 
little later in the show. 

Thanks to all the early arrivals, those that showed up before the start of the show, and 
the friendly discussion we had in chat. Also, thanks to the many new slots enthusiasts 
that are continuing to show up at my weekly live stream. You are very welcome to be 
here! 

BODY 

INTRODUCTION 

All U.S. casinos closed for months in 2020. Since that unprecedented event, a big 
concern for slots enthusiasts is if casinos are trying to “get back their lost gaming 
revenue” by reducing their return-to-player (RTP). But is that true, state-by-state? I look 
closely at the return statistics for Florida’s commercial casinos. 

FINANCIAL WOES 

Every U.S. casino closed in 2020 due to the global pandemic. These 989 casinos closed 
quickly and re-opened slowly around two months later. Nearly a year later, 
approximately 100 casinos have yet to re-open. They may never re-open. 

There is no doubt that these abrupt closures financially hurt the U.S. casino industry. 
After re-opening, their financial woes continued due to broad travel restrictions and 
reduced occupancy at their casino, often a 50% reduction in slot machines but 
sometimes more. 

When my 20,000+ audience of slots enthusiasts started returning to newly re-opened 
casinos, they began to report “tight” slot machine game play. For the most part, slots 
players who chose to return to playing slots at casinos shrugged and said, “Well, that’s 
understandable.” 

But one month turned into two months, then four months, and then 10 months. Along 
the way, some casinos appeared to understand how angry their slots patrons were 
becoming due to all the tight slot machines. So, some casinos made adjustments. Other 
casinos? Not so much. 

Those casinos that made adjustments to tight slot machines started to give out wins 
again. This thrilled us. But then players noticed another, second change. The wins were 
smaller than from before the pandemic. 

And you know what? That was okay! They were happy to be winning again, even if it 
wasn’t much. 
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At a guess, which casinos do you think retained their slots patrons and which casinos 
did not? I’d say casinos with happy slots enthusiasts did the best. 

The question is, how long has this gone on? Has it stopped yet? Is it still happening, both 
small wins or effectively no wins? What are the facts? Let’s find out for Florida’s 
commercial casinos. 

FLORIDA’S SLOTS INDUSTRY: AN OVERVIEW 

Florida slot machine casino gambling consists of eight pari-mutuel racetracks in 
Broward and Miami-Dade Counties, seven tribal casinos, senior center amusement 
arcades, multi-day cruise ships with onboard casinos, and day-long gambling boats. 

State gaming regulations have authorized slot machines at pari-mutuel wagering 
racetracks in Broward and Miami-Dade Counties. These counties contain the cities of 
Miami and Fort Lauderdale in southern Florida. 

The gaming control commission is the Division of Pari-Mutuel Wagering 
(http://www.myfloridalicense.com/DBPR/pari-mutuel-wagering/) within Florida’s 
Department of Business & Professional Regulation (DBPR) 
(http://www.myfloridalicense.com/DBPR/).  

There are over three dozen pari-mutuel wagering facilities in Florida for which the 
DBPR is responsible, including the eight sites with slot machines.  

Eight pari-mutuel racetrack and wagering sites in Broward and Miami-Dade Counties 
hosting Miami and Fort Lauderdale offer slot machines, including: 

1. The Big Easy Casino in Hallandale Beach. 
2. Calder Casino in Miami Gardens. 
3. Casino Miami in Miami. 
4. The Casino @ Dania Beach in Dania Beach. 
5. Gulfstream Park Casino in Hallandale Beach. 
6. Hialeah Park Racing & Casino in Hialeah. 
7. Isle Casino Pompano in Pompano Beach. 
8. Magic City Casino in Miami. 

Florida’s pari-mutuel wagering sites with slot machines in Broward and Miami-Dade 
Counties have a minimum theoretical payout of 85%. Return statistics by month and 
commercial casino are publicly available by dividing Credits Out by Credits In and 
multiplying by 100%. 

Florida’s tribal compacts do not require theoretical payout limits on their slot machines, 
nor do they required to make return statistics publicly available. 
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All this information and more is in my annual slots review for Florida. 

INTERLUDE 

Let’s check in with the Live Chat to briefly say hello…. 

That was excellent!  

Now let’s get back to Florida’s commercial slot machine return statistics. 

BODY 

FLORIDA’S RETURN STATISTICS FOR SLOTS 

Return-To-Player (RTP) is a slightly ambiguous term. For some slots enthusiasts, it refers 
to the theoretical payout limit located in state gaming regulations. For others, it’s the 
actual return statistics report to the state by its casinos. For a few, it’s both. And for 
others, it’s based on their own gameplay records or feelings about how it’s going for 
them. 

Florida has a minimum theoretical payout limit of 85% for its commercial casinos, which 
means each individual slot machine must be set to 85% or higher. Because there is no 
upper limit, as in some other states, slot machines can be set above 100% by a 
commercial casino if it so desires, perhaps done occasionally for marketing reasons. 

Many slots enthusiasts who are aware of theoretical payout limits make the assumption 
that every casino will always set their machines to the minimum possible legal limit in 
order to take the most money from their players. We’ll see evidence shortly which shows 
this to be a false assumption. Florida’s 85% limit is effectively unused. As we’ll see, no 
commercial casino even gets close to that low of a theoretical payout.  

Based on Florida gaming regulations including tribal-gaming compacts, return statistics 
exist only for the eight racetracks with slot machines located in Miami-Dade County 
hosting Miami and Fort Lauderdale. 

Return statistics are what happens when playing a machine at whatever theoretical 
payout it has been set. The eight casinos in Miami-Dade County report these actual 
returns to the state each month. And then the state gaming commission makes them 
publicly available in a short while on their Florida government website. 

PLAYER WIN PERCENTAGE, WIN% 
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[…discussion…] 

CLOSING 

Let’s switch over to the Live Chat again and see what questions they might have…. 

Thanks for a great show. 

If you’re listening on the podcast, stick around as we’ll be moving into the next segments 
of the show! And, as always, have fun, be safe, and make good choices! 

Call to Action (add sound effect afterward) 

Remember to visit professorslots.com/subscribe to get my Free Report Revealing … The 
top 7 online resources for improving your gambling performance, including the one I’ve 
used as a top-tier slot machine casino gambler. 

Introduction 

This is the next segment of the show on slot machine casino gambling. Here, I provide a 
brief overview of the current state of gambling in a U.S. state, territory, or the federal 
district emphasizing, by far, anything of interest to slot machine casino gamblers.  

Up next is Hawaii slot machine casino gambling in 2021. Here goes! 
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Hawaii slot machine casino gambling does not exist. For business reasons related to 
Hawaii’s tourism industry, the Hawaiian Islands are one of the most uncompromising 
states prohibiting gambling. 

Relevant Legal Statutes on Gambling in Hawaii 

The minimum legal gambling age in Hawaii does not depend upon the gambling activity: 

• Land-Based Casinos: Not available 
• Poker Rooms: Not available 
• Bingo: Not available 
• Lottery: Not available 
• Pari-Mutuel Wagering: Not available 

Hawaii prohibits all forms of gambling, including slot machines, table games, lotteries, 
horse and dog racing, sports betting, and even bingo. However, Hawaii allows social 
gaming with restrictions. Craps may eventually fall under Hawaii’s legal definition of 
social gaming. 

Hawaii has not embraced gaming because, for the Hawaiian Islands, there’s not enough 
profit in it. Relative to their existing tourism industry, a gaming industry would result in 
a fraction of the profit. 

Hawaii has estimated potential annual revenue from gaming between $20 million and 
$40 million. However, Hawaii’s annual tourism revenue is already at $1 billion. 

Simply put, Hawaii would suffer a significant loss if it used valuable land for a casino 
instead of what they’re currently using it for: Tourism. 

Gambling in Hawaii is a misdemeanor offence under most circumstances. It can become 
a felony if an individual receives more than: 

• $1,000 per day in lottery bet income 
• five bookmaking wagers per day with a value over $500 

Slot Machine Private Ownership in Hawaii 

Next up is a usually short statement about slot machine private ownership, which I have 
included in case you live in this U.S. state and are considering owning a slot machine. 
Here it is: Hawaii prohibits private ownership of slot machines. 

Gaming Control Board in Hawaii 
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Hawaii does not have a gaming control commission. 

Horse racing was once popular on the islands, enjoyed by the royal family and the 
financial elite in the 1800s and early 1900s. The industry nearly died out prior to 1920, 
but made a strong, if short-lived, comeback during World War II. 

Casinos in Hawaii 

In this section, I’ll discuss Hawaii gambling establishments.  

There are no land-based casinos in Hawaii. Visiting cruise ships offer Vegas-style 
gambling when traveling in international waters but cannot when located in nearby 
Hawaiian waters. 

Non-Tribal Casinos in Hawaii 

There are no commercial casinos on the Hawaiian Islands. 

American Indian Casinos in Hawaii 

Hawaii has no federally recognized American Indian tribes. 

Any proposed federal recognition of Native Hawaiians is politically controversial. Some 
Hawaiian lawmakers believe recognition might interfere with Hawaii’s claims to 
independence as a constitutional monarchy through international law. 

Other Gambling Establishments 

As an alternative to enjoying Hawaii slot machine casino gambling, consider exploring 
casino options in a nearby territory. Bordering Hawaii is: 

• Southwest: American Samoa 
• West: Northern Mariana Islands and Guam 

To visit any of my articles on these U.S. territories, simply visit ProfessorSlots.com 
followed by its two-letter postal designation. For example, my American Samoa slots 
article is available at ProfessorSlots.com/AS. 

Our Hawaii Slots Community Facebook Group 



	 Florida Return-To-Player Live | Hawaii Slots in 2021 	
	

Professor Slots Episode #125 © 2021 Jon Friedl, LLC Page 8 of 9 
	

Are you interested in sharing and learning with other slots enthusiasts in Hawaii? If so, 
join our Hawaii slots community on Facebook at professorslots.com/FBHI. All you'll 
need is a Facebook profile to join this private Facebook Group freely. 

There, you'll be able to privately share your slots experiences as well as chat with players 
about slots gambling in or near Hawaii. Again, use this convenient link I’ve created to go 
directly to our Group on Facebook: professorslots.com/FBHI. Join us! 

Payout Returns in Hawaii 

Without casinos, slot machines, or a gaming commission, theoretical payout and return 
statistics are unavailable. 

Summary of Hawaii Slots in 2021 

In summary, Hawaii slot machine casino gambling does not exist. Alongside Utah, 
Hawaii is one of the most uncompromising states towards legalized gambling. 

Annual Progress in Hawaii Slot Machine Casino Gambling 

Over the last year, there has been no progress toward a legalized slots industry in the 
Hawaiian Islands. 

Call to Action (add sound effect afterward) 

Remember to visit professorslots.com/subscribe to get my Free Report Revealing … The 
top 7 online resources for improving your gambling performance, including the one I’ve 
used as a top-tier slot machine casino gambler. 

On the Next Episode of Professor Slots 

Part I of the next episode of the Professor Slots podcast will include a live stream Q&A 
session on YouTube.  

Remember, my weekly Q&A session on YouTube is on Saturdays from Noon until 1 p.m. 
Eastern Time. Bring whatever slots questions you have, and I’ll do my best to answer 
them. 

An easy-to-remember link to my YouTube channel is YouTube.com/ProfessorSlots. Feel 
free to stop by anytime during my hour-long live Q&A session. 
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Part II of the next episode of the Professor Slots podcast is another brief overview of the 
current state of gambling in a U.S. state, territory, or the federal district. Next time, I’ll be 
talking to you about the great U.S. state of Idaho. 

Closing (closing music) 

That’s the end of another great episode of the Professor Slots podcast. Thanks so much 
for listening! 

Show notes for this episode are on my website at http://professorslots.com/episode125.  

I plan to have the next episode come out very soon for you, where I’ll have more 
amazing content for the show.  

Until the next episode: Have fun, be safe, and make good choices! Bye! 

 

http://professorslots.com/episode125

