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PS 27: Seminole Brighton Casino, Minnesota Slots 2018 

320-Character Description:  

Professor Slots Podcast Episode #27: Seminole Brighton Casino-Minnesota Slots 2018. A 
trip report to Seminole Brighton Casino a few hours south of Orlando, where I learned 
and taught how to win at their slot machines. Visit Seminole Brighton Casino to try 
doing it yourself! Plus, Minnesota slot machine casino gambling. 

Opening 

Hello! Today’s episode #27 of the Professor Slots podcast is a casino trip report for 
Florida’s Seminole Brighton Casino. Plus, slot machine casino gambling in the U.S. state 
of Minnesota. 

Thank you for joining me for the Professor Slots podcast show. I’m Jon Friedl and this is 
the podcast about slot machine casino gambling. It is where I provide the knowledge, 
insights, and tools for helping you improve your slot machine gambling performance.  

Show notes are available within most podcast Apps or at professorslots.com/e27. 

“Jon Friedl from The Professor Slots Blog reveals all of his tips and tricks for thriving in 
the casino environment. Discover how to assess casinos to pick the best near you, 
choose winning slot machines, and identify your gambling goals: being entertained, 
earning comps, winning take-home cash, or combine them. Jon has won 90 taxable 
jackpots and a luxury car in 9 months of slots play - and made a profit at slots gambling 
since 2013.” 

On Last Week’s Episode… 

In case you missed it, on last week’s episode I went over small but important topics of 
interests have been collected over the last 25 episodes, including an Alexa Skill, "merch", 
books, emails, a voicemail hotline and office hours.. 

Also last week, I reviewed Michigan slot machine casino gambling, including how 
Michigan slot machine casino gambling consists of three casinos in Detroit and 22 tribal 
casinos throughout the state. Michigan tribal casinos are a thriving business, and many 
major expansion projects are underway throughout the state. Also, the popular Caesars 
Windsor is located across the Canadian border from Detroit.  

I hope you enjoyed listening to my last episode as much as I enjoyed making it for you. 
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Call To Action #1 

Remember to visit professorslots.com/subscribe to get my Free Report Revealing … The 
top 7 online resources for improving your gambling performance, including the one I’ve 
used as a top-tier slot machine casino gambler. 

Let’s get started with the first segment of the show: Seminole Brighton Casino trip report. 

Introduction to Seminole Brighton Casino Trip Report 

A month or so ago, I was invited to visit Seminole Brighton Casino in Okeechobee, 
Florida. This tribal casino is located on the Seminole Brighton Reservation a bit more 
than a 3-hour drive south of Orlando, Florida. 

This was an invitation from close family, as well as family friends. Since it had been a 
while since I’d seen my dad, I thought it would be a nice opportunity to catch up, as well.  

So, I made travel arrangements for a 2-day trip this last weekend. I flew in the night 
before, on Saturday, and left the following evening, just so I could spend a few hours at a 
casino with family and family friends explaining how to win at their favorite casino. 

I was particularly looking forward to figuring out how to win in a single casino visit at 
someplace I had not been before. While I was confident I would be able to do so over 
several weeks, based on past experience, I was interested in learning if I could perform 
the same analysis in only a few hours. Spoiler alert: Yes, I was able to do so. 

I didn’t myself gamble on this trip, although I still consider this a trip report. It’s just my 
kind of trip report. As I have mentioned in the past, the kind of slots I like to play are 
high limit slots. But, this isn’t what most people like when they play slots.  

When it comes time to talk with high limit slots players about how to win at high limit 
slots, I’m already ready to do so. And, to be frank, to do so endlessly. So, high rollers will 
be able to get what they need from me as opportunities arise. But what about the so-
called low-rollers, or at least those slots players who do not make use of high limit slots 
rooms? What about them? 

Well, this article and eventual podcast is about my learning to be as helpful as possible to 
those low rollers whenever I encounter them. I want to understand their problems, and 
be prepared to provide useful and clear answers to those concerns. And, with this trip to 
Seminole Brighton Casino, I have taken a great big step forward in doing so. 

Here’s how it went. 
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This segment has the following sections: 

• An Introduction to Seminole Brighton Casino Trip Report; 
• “Have Podcast, Will Travel”; 
• Pre-Trip Research; 
• Onsite Casino Assessment; 
• Initial Group Discussion; 
• Group Questions Asked and Answered; 
• The Spotting of a Known Winning Strategy; 
• Testing the Winning Strategy; 
• Visit Wrap-Up; 
• Post-Trip Thoughts; and 
• a Summary of Seminole Brighton Casino Trip Report. 

“Have Podcast, Will Travel” 

About a year ago, and then again earlier in 2018, I set up a merchandise site on CafePress 
for clothing and other items with my Professor Slots. As I had recently mentioned, this 
can be found at professorslots.com/clothing.  

This visit was an opportunity to provide some of these items to family at the usual 100% 
discount. Again, I wish I could do this for you instead of just for my dad’s birthday. So, I 
asked my dad, Jon, and his wife, Barb, and their married friends Dave and Lois if there 
was anything they’d like from the site. They picked out a few things, and I ordered them.  

I also made sure I had a few soft cover copies of my book Learning to Win: How to Make 
a Profit at Slot Machine Gambling, which I discussed in the last article and last podcast 
episode #26. Then, finally, I took along a few of my Professor Slots pens as the third type 
of gift for these two couples. 

Finally, I put together a little travel pack for podcasting while on-the-road. This is more 
about the technical aspects of having a podcast, but something I need to be prepared for 
in the future. And, apparently, the future is now.  

My studio setup has a nice microphone on a boom mic stand with a couple of 25-foot 
cables with an in-line signal amplifier, mixer, and laptop with a backup recording option 
from the mixer.  

The podcast travel kit included a cheap but good microphone, a shock mount for the 
mic, a table-top microphone stand, the backup recorder mentioned above, which was 
specifically the very nice Zoom H4 recording, and a handy little portable recorder called 
a Zoom H1. 
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While I did not have time to prepare and record a podcast while on the trip, which was 
quite okay since I wasn’t sure I’d have time to get to it, I did learn a thing or two about 
getting it through TSA airport security. As it happens, the TSA asks that any electronics 
larger than a smart phone be placed in a separate container.  

So, when leaving from the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky airport, for Orlando, Florida, I 
first learned they had to be removed. As instructed by the TSA, I removed the 
microphone in it shock mount, Zoom H5 recorder, and the tiny Zoom H1 recorder. Those 
got through security just fine. But, not so the table-top microphone stand. 

Well, to be specific, the tabletop microphone stand made it through TSA at the airport in 
Cincinnati, When going through x-ray, they pulled out my bag and located it, then 
appeared to puzzle over it a bit. I mentioned it was just an old mic stand, and they let it 
go through.  

Where it didn’t get through TSA was at the Orlando airport on the trip back the next day. 
They again diverted it during the x-ray screening, but took it upon themselves to pull 
over their supervisor to ask if they could let it through. He said no, but they offered to 
have be go back through security after putting it in checked baggage.  

I declined, because I don’t always check baggage. And, the darn thing was just so heavy 
anyway. So, I lost my rusted, 20-year-old table-top microphone stand that I never use. 
I’ll need to get a relatively light replacement. With the microphone shock mount, all I’d 
really need was just a handle or handgrip connected to the shock mount. So, lesson 
learned! 

Pre-Trip Research 

Also on the trip, I make sure I reviewed by article on Florida Slot Machine Casino 
Gambling which I had originally published back on August 10, 2017. Yes, it had been 
awhile since I’d written it, and needed a bit of a refresher.  

If you go read it yourself, at professorslots.com/Florida, you’ll find it mentions Seminole 
Brighton Casino as one of seven Seminole casinos in Florida. Because it is a tribal casino 
in the state of Florida, the gaming regulations for it are included in a state-tribal compact 
rather than having state gaming regulations like those for non-tribal casinos. 

This was a good reminder, that it was a tribal casino. What this mostly mean was that I 
would have a long drive ahead of me, once I landed at the Orlando airport, because 
many American Indian tribal casinos are often located in somewhat isolated, relatively 
hard-to-reach tracks of land. 
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Having already researched Florida casinos last August, there was very little additional 
research to perform. I can imagine this not being the case for other, future casino trip 
reports where I have not yet completed that state’s slot machine casino gambling article. 

There will also be other casino trip reports where the trip research will be somewhat 
more unique, which is for international casinos. I have tentative plans to someday visit 
Caesars Windsor, across the border from Detroit as well as fairly definite plans to travel 
across parts of Europe later this year with my daughter and her family. Might I see a 
casino on that trip with my daughter? I think I just might! 

On-Site Casino Assessment 

The on-site casino assessment of Seminole Brighton Casino was not the same type of 
assessment as I have suggested you perform at your local casinos or casinos you’re 
considering visiting. Why? Because that would have been my own assessment of the 
casino, but not the assessment as performed by the family and friends I was visiting. 

The need for using my casino assessment checklist, found at professorslots.com/cpalist, 
was made completely irrelevant for this trip with a simple, first question: Is there any 
other casino in Florida that is within driving distance? The answer? No, they said, there 
was not. In fact, Seminole Brighton Casino was a whole 2 hours away, as it was.  

Without another casino option, at least at this time for that section of Florida, there was 
no point in going through my casino assessment checklist. Maybe it would be needed for 
them when they returned home for the summer to Michigan and Ontario, Canada, but 
not for them as snow birds in central Florida. 

Otherwise, what was important about Seminole Brighton Casino? Well, was it an older- 
or newer-style casino? Knowing that would be necessary for deciding which winning 
strategies to try. As it happens, as I’ve mentioned, the easiest way to tell the difference is 
to look at the players card interface area on any slot machine in the casino. 

If the players card interface area has push buttons and red or yellow LED lights spelling 
out a welcome message with your name, that’s clearly an older-style casino. If it has a 
touchscreen of any sort, it is a newer-style casino. Seminole Brighton Casino has color 
touchscreens, and so is a newer-style casino. 

I should also remind you that I have yet to tell you everything I’ve figured out about how 
to win at slot machines at newer-style casinos. I have many more podcast episodes and 
website articles to go before I’ve finished touching on most important topics.  

After that work is completed, there will also be the additional strategies and ideas I’m 
continuing to figure out, like my recent article on winning strategies for progressive slots 
machines. What I am trying to say is, during this casino visit I talked about concepts 



	 Seminole Brighton Casino, Minnesota Slot Machine Casino Gambling 	
	

 
Professor Slots Podcast: Episode #27           Copyright 2018 Jon Friedl, LLC Page 6 of 16 
	

from both my past content as well as ideas and approaches I’ve yet to tell you. We’ll get 
there, though. Patience! 

Initial Group Discussion 

When I first arrived and was welcomed at the casino, I transferred personal gifts to my 
family’s car before entering the casino. After a very welcoming meet and greet, we 
decided as a group to first sit down at a table in the cafeteria to answer a few questions. 

My first question for them was centered around bankroll size. If I knew what bankroll 
size each couple tended to work with during their casino trips, I could provide the best 
guidance possible about the denominations and credits they should be betting.  

As you may recall, I have previously described how the bankroll you are comfortable 
spending at a casino should be enough to place 100 to 120 bets. This approach isn’t trying 
to convince anyone to bring a larger bankroll to a casino. Rather, it’s meant to help 
choose the appropriate denomination and maximum credits for their choice of bankroll 
size. 

My family and family friends told me their typical bankrolls, for which there is no need 
to share here. Suffice to say, they were both less than what would be needed to place 100 
maximum credit bets on the slot machine having the largest denomination available 
outside of the high limit slots room at Seminole Brighton Casino.  

Further, one couple had a typical bankroll larger than the other couple. This allowed for 
different play choices between the couples. The larger bankroll was sufficient to play 
most slot machines at Seminole Brighton Casino outside of the high limit room. The 
smaller bankroll would allow for a relatively smaller selection of those slot machines. 

Again, the size of the bankroll does not matter. Being comfortably able to spend their 
chosen bankroll sizes is the only consideration. Having made that happy choice, a 
second decision could then be made as to which denominations and maximum credits 
were be most appropriate for that chosen bankroll. 

Group Questions Asked and Answered 

For the next little while, my friends and family friends peppered me with questions. 
Most of the questions were already covered by past articles and podcasts, but they were 
interesting. One of the main tasks I’ve given myself is to listen to my audience to better 
understand their needs and concerns.  

They were certainly interested in asking questions. Sometimes, two people would ask 
questions at the same time, because they were so interested. They had to take turns. In 
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many ways, that was reassuring to me. When podcasting, I am alone in a room speaking 
into a microphone. Nobody is speaking back at me, although I might get an response 
later in the week. 

It was nice to hear the interest in their voices. For me, it provided further “proof”, as it 
were, that what I am doing is of interest. If it were not of interest, then all this work of 
mine would just be a hobby. That would be fine, I guess, but I do have plans to grow. 

So, after a few questions, they got to something of a crux. They asked their key question: 
How do we win? Knowing their bankroll amounts, having seen a bit of the casino, I 
explained that, first, I had a question for them. 

My question was, would they like me to tell them how to go about winning from scratch, 
or would they like to tell me their style of play, for which I would provide “tweaks” to 
adjust their personal approaches so they would win more.  

I don’t yet know how common this is overall, whether you want to trained or tweaked, 
but the loudest response was to take what they were already doing and suggest small 
modifications. 

So, the next little while was spent asking them how they played so that I could consider 
how to adjust their play slightly so they would simply end up with more money. I won’t 
go over everything possible approach I considered.  

Actually, I take that back. I will go over everything I considered – but I’ll need to do that 
with article after article, and episode after episode, over the coming years until I will 
have eventually explained everything. So, there’s that. 

The Spotting of a Known Winning Strategy 

As my family and family friends Dave and Lois explained how they played, I used my 
pattern recognition abilities to listen for winning strategies. I’m always on the lookout for 
new winning strategies, but was also keeping in mind the winning strategies I already 
knew. 

One portion of their descriptions of play caught my attention. As they had arrived at 
Seminole Brighton Casino about an hour before I did, they had had a chance to play. The 
women talked about how they were sitting side-by-side at slot machines when one of 
them won $200.  

What I found of particular interest was what happened afterwards. When the winner 
continued to play the slot machine, they didn’t win anything more for as long as they 
played that machine. Do this remind you of anything I’ve mentioned before? If you’ve 
been paying attention, it should. 
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While I did not mention by prior article and podcast episode Winning Strategy I: Only 
Win Immediately, I did say that one slot machine session gave the appearance of a 
winning strategy I’d seen before.  

I told them one $200 jackpot wasn’t a lot to go on, but it might be that the casino had set 
up slot machines to win in the first few bets, then not have any wins afterwards. Their 
description was a clue to a possible winning strategy, but it would have to be tested. So, 
we tested it. 

Testing the Winning Strategy 

I explained what we would need to do, basically by offering a bit of training. It can be 
hard to change habits of play, so I tried to make my suggestions as clear and straight 
forward as possible. Here they are: 

1. Find a slot machine no one is sitting at, or appears as though no one has been 
sitting at for at least a little while. For example, is the chair pulled out? 

2. Put enough money into the slot machine sufficient to make at least 5 bets. 
3. Make a maximum of 5 bets, and stop betting if any money whatsoever is won. 
4. Cash out of that slot machine. 
5. Start again with step #1. 

A big portion of the job for slot attendants is to push chairs back in towards slot 
machines. So, the easiest way to know if a slot machine has been played recently is to 
look to see if the chair has been pulled out, away from the slot machine, as though 
someone had sat in it.  

For three slot machines, I sat next to them and reminded them of the above rules. It was 
a struggle for them to follow these rules I’d tried to trained them to follow, with the first 
step being abandoned pretty quickly. That was okay, although with practice I hope they 
realize doing it later would further improve their winnings. 

Because, in case I haven’t yet mentioned it, the testing of the winning strategy was quite 
successful. Machine after machine was played, moving from one to the next to the next. 
At most, 5 bets were placed on a single machine. And, less if something was won. And, 
win they did. 

First was the original $200 win they’d explained to me, then a $30 win after betting $2 
twice. Then, a $400 win. And so it continued for one of them, with the others watching 
on. 

After helping Barb to win, I helped by dad play a bit. He had a harder time stopping 
playing after 5 bets. With him, I tried to remind him that he’d told me he preferred to 
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play bingo rather than slots. But, he wanted to play slots while I was there, but I could 
tell slots were a fairly new experience from him. 

Visit Wrap-Up 

While dad and Barb were playing, I talked with Lois and Dave a lot about how to win at 
networked progressive slots as well as their favorite games. We also had a good 
conversation about how the Professor Slots business was going.  

They had several useful questions, some I had already considered, but others I had not. 
Thanks to Lois for suggesting I consider protecting my business from individuals that 
might try to scam others in my name. I have, and explained to her how I had done so. 

Her husband Dave suggested I update the artwork on my Professor Slots merchandise to 
include my website. I had been making adjustments, but not yet that one. Both Lois and 
Dave had those and other very useful suggestions and questions about building and 
running the business, which I very much appreciated. Thank you, Dave and Lois! 

Towards the end of my 3-hour visit, we all sat down again to have a late lunch to talk 
over the trip so far. It wasn’t long before I had to start heading back to the airport, but it 
was nice they took a break to feed me and see me off.  

We made tentative future plans, of course. My dad and Barb want me to come visit them 
during the summer back home in Michigan, or at least meet at their favorite casino 
there. That would be Soaring Eagle, a tribal casino in Mt. Pleasant. I didn’t tell them so at 
the time, but I’ve already gone there with my sister … when I figured out which specific 
slot machine was set up to be a winner at that older-style casino. 

My family friends also asked me to visit them back at their home later this year. Or, as 
Lois said, “We’re family now.” Interestingly enough, Lois and Dave live in Ontario, 
Canada. It’s a great opportunity to get started working on understanding slot machines at 
international casinos. Doing so is inevitable, assuming successful business grown, and I 
might as well get started sooner rather than later. I am looking forward to it. 

Post-Trip Thoughts 

It wasn’t until later that I considered what I had not done. Was I helpful enough to Lois 
and Dave? Should I have spent more time explaining how slot machines worked to my 
dad? Overall, I think we got a lot done, got enough done, in 3 hours.  

I really think dad isn’t really into slot machines. Just because he can win at slots now, 
doesn’t really change the fact that he prefers bingo. Still, he is obviously proud to have a 
son who is, well, a high roller.  
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Naturally, I’ve stuck to talking about anything slots here, rather than some of the more 
personal conversations not really relevant to playing slots. My short visit was all about 
slots, and it was nice catching up with them in person. I really don’t see them enough 
these days, but then how much is really enough, anyway? 

For Lois and Dave, both pilots, I was happy to meet them. They seemed happy to meet 
me as well, and both found the relatively recent launching of my Professor Slots brand to 
be quite fascinating. We also talked quite a bit about my day job, and more. Again, that’s 
not really relevant to winning at slots – except I’m expecting to eventually provide you 
with a trip report to a Canadian casino. 

Otherwise, I am happy with having made the trip. I felt I was able to help them with slots 
gambling at Seminole Brighton Casino. In case you haven’t yet realized it, although you 
probably have, I didn’t just help them. I’ve also helped you win at Seminole Brighton 
Casino. 

Now, I’ll need to be clear about something here. These two couples are Florida snow 
birds, and this last weekend was their last weekend in Florida for another 6 months. 
Basically, they had a good last day at the casino before going home now.  

I only showed them how to win at Seminole Brighton Casino, a newer-style tribal casino 
located in Florida. How to win at other casinos in Florida or elsewhere will probably be 
different, especially at older-style casinos. 

Also, if I place my metaphorical Professor Slots hat firmly on my head, I didn’t actually 
prove they had found a winning strategy. I am confident they have, but it is remotely 
possible it was all a fluke or, more technically, that it was short-term statistical variation.  

So, how would we go about determining if it wasn’t just a rather unlikely series of wins? 
Well, the answer to that question is data. Data, data, data. Over a longer time period, are 
they winning more than they were after this visit from Professor Slots? But, at least for 
dad and Barb, we will never know. 

We will never know because they don’t keep track of their gambling losses. Even if they 
get started doing so, and my next article on keeping good gambling records should help, 
they certainly didn’t before my visit. So, while data may exist after my visit, it can’t be 
used to compare to data from before my visit because it simply doesn’t exist. 

But, while I would prefer to show you data proving this winning strategy works at 
Seminole Brighton Casino, being a logical, relatively unbiased scientist requires me to 
say that it only seems like it’s a winning strategy. There is no proof, just feelings. 
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But, dad and Barb, and Lois and Dave have told me they are completely convinced they 
have learned how to win at Seminole Brighton Casino in Okeechobee, Florida, located 
about 3 hours south of Orlando.  

Unless you do too, I’m the only one that wants long-term data to put into an Microsoft 
Excel spreadsheet to make a pretty graph from. Like that quote from the first Alien 
movie about nuking the aliens from orbit, “It’s the only way to know for sure.” 

Finally, I had a good trip. My family and family friends had a good time. And, it was 
apparently helpful in terms of improving their slot machine gambling performance. So, 
the question now is, what about you?  

As I grow my audience, as I have mentioned, I will better understand what they want. 
When my email subscription list reaches 2,000 email addresses, I will send out a survey 
asking what they’d most like me to do. It will likely be a list, and will include a personal 
site casino visit for you and any friends. Would you like that?  

Be aware they this trip to Seminole Brighton Casino fell under the family discount, 
which was 100% off. All others will have to pay for the service. This is a business, after 
all. Be warned, that giving you the ability to generate $800 more in winnings per casino 
visit will not be cheap.  

Making $800 in average profit at a casino once a month is just over $10,000 per year. So, 
given that much expected profit, how much do you think I should charge for a visit that 
allows each person in the group to do that?  

Summary of Seminole Brighton Casino Trip Report 

In summary, I traveled to Seminole Brighton Casino in Okeechobee, Florida, south of 
Orlando. Over a visit of three hours, I explained to family and family friends how to win 
at playing slot machines at that specific casino.  

How to win at Seminole Brighton Casino was found by listening, watching, and using 
my pattern recognition abilities. A potential winning strategy was first suspected, then 
tested to confirm its existence over the length of one visit to this casino. 

What gave the appearance of being a specific winning strategy for Seminole Brighton 
Casino, over the course of a single day of slots gambling, was tentatively identified to be: 

1. Find a slot machine no one is sitting at, or appears as though no one has been 
sitting at for at least a little while. For example, is the chair pulled out? 

2. Put enough money into the slot machine sufficient to make at least 5 bets. 
3. Make a maximum of 5 bets, then stop betting if any money whatsoever is won. 
4. Cash out of that slot machine. 
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5. Start again with step #1. 

Anyone visiting Seminole Brighton Casino is welcome to try and use this strategy. I’d be 
interested in any results, especially if you have before and after slots gambling win/loss 
data for that casino, which is more objective proof than subjective feelings. 

Call To Action #2 

Remember to visit professorslots.com/subscribe to get my Free Report Revealing … The 
top 7 online resources for improving your gambling performance, including the one I’ve 
used as a top-tier slot machine casino gambler. 

Show notes for this episode are now available within most podcast Apps, but are also 
available on my website at professorslots.com/e27. 

Up next is the second segment of the show: Minnesota Slot Machine Casino Gambling. 

Introduction 

In this episode segment, I provide a brief overview of the current state of gambling in 
Minnesota. Here goes. 

Minnesota slot machine casino gambling consists of video slot machines at tribal 
casinos. All of Minnesota’s 18 casinos are on American Indian reservations. Only 
electronic video slot machines exist in Minnesota, as traditional physical reels are not 
legally permitted. 

Minnesota’s tribal casinos are legally regulated by the state through a negotiated state-
tribal compact subsequently approved by the U.S. Department of Interior. Minimum and 
maximum payout percentages for slot machines are legally required to be 80% and 95%, 
respectively. Minnesota’s American Indian tribal casinos are not required to provide 
actual values for their payout percentages. 

Minnesota’s two pari-mutuel facilities offer card games but are currently legally 
prohibited from providing slot machines of any sort. 

Relevant Legal Statutes on Gambling 

The legal age for gambling is 18. 

Minnesota’s urge to prohibit gambling is older than its statehood, as the 1851 territorial 
legislature enacted strict prohibitions against all forms of gambling. This prohibition held 
for nearly a century, and still influences legalized gambling in Minnesota. 



	 Seminole Brighton Casino, Minnesota Slot Machine Casino Gambling 	
	

 
Professor Slots Podcast: Episode #27           Copyright 2018 Jon Friedl, LLC Page 13 of 16 
	

In 1947, Governor Youngdahl enacted an anti-slot machine law which originally drove 
an estimated 8,000 illegal slot machines out of Minnesota.  

In 1984, the state legislature legalized the private ownership of “video games of chance,” 
but not gambling on them. In 1986, however, video gaming machines began to appear in 
tribal casinos. 

In 1987, the U.S. Supreme Court rules in Cabazon decision that tribes could conduct any 
gambling form that a state permits, without state regulation. In 1988, the U.S. Congress 
passes the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act, affirming legal  basis for gaming on tribal land 
and authorizes tribal-state compacts for casino-style gambling. 

In 1989, Minnesota signed compacts with 7 tribes for video gambling. This is significant 
because Minnesota tribes the first in the nation to negotiate and sign gaming compacts 
with a state government. Also in the same year, legislature was passed to increase 
penalties for gambling on video games of chance outside of tribal casinos. 

In 1990, the state legislature ends the licensing of video games of chance outside of tribal 
casinos and classifies them as illegal gambling devices. In the same year, the state signs 
two more tribal-state compacts to allow further video gambling at tribal casinos. 

In 1993, a legislative effort begins in an attempt to legalize video lottery in bars, but is 
rejected in the following year. 

Minnesota has negotiated 22 tribal-state compacts with 11 federally-recognized tribes, 
resulting in the establishment of 18 tribal casinos in the state. These American Indian 
tribal casinos currently operate under a combination of state law, tribal ordinance, and 
tribal-state compacts. 

Both the tribes and the state agreed to limit casinos to video games of chance (video slot 
machines without physical reels) and blackjack. Both parties agreed that the compacts 
should be effective in perpetuity. 

Minnesota’s state government has made publically available all tribal-state compacts on 
Minnesota’s Tribal State Gaming Compacts webpage, currently consisting of 100 
downloadable pdf files. 

Slot Machine Private Ownership 

Next up is a usually short statement about slot machine private ownership, which I have 
included in case you live in this U.S. state and are considering owning a slot machine. 
Here it is:  
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Private ownership of slot machines is legal in Minnesota, without restriction regarding 
date of manufacture. 

State Gaming Commission 

In 1989, the Minnesota state legislature created a Department of Gaming with a 
commissioner sitting on gambling and lottery boards as well as the racing commission.  

In 1991, the Department of Gaming was abolished and the racing commission, gambling 
board, and lottery were all made independent. 

Minnesota’s state-tribal compacts permits class III games, but limit them to blackjack 
and video games of change only.  

The compacts provide for inspection and approval of machines by the Minnesota 
Department of Public Safety, specifically the Alcohol and Gambling Enforcement 
Division, licensing of casino employees, machine payout percentages, and regulation of 
the play of blackjack. 

Gambling Establishments 

In this section, I’ll discuss Minnesota gambling establishments.  

However, as usual, the website links for each casino, assuming they have set up a 
website, is available by clicking on this segment in the show notes available at 
professorslots.com/e27 

All of Minnesota’s 18 casinos are on American Indian reservations. The largest casino in 
Minnesota is the Mystic Lake Casino Hotel. It has 4,000 gaming machines and 100 table 
games. The second largest casino is Treasure Island Casino. It has 2,200 gaming 
machines and 50 table games. 

Minnesota’s two pari-mutuel facilities Canterbury Park and Running Aces offer card 
games but are currently legally prohibited from providing slot machines of any sort. 

Minnesota’s tribal and pari-mutuel casinos include: 

1. Black Bear Casino Resort in Carlton, a tribal casino. 
2. Canterbury Park in Shakopee, a pari-mutuel facility. 
3. Fond-du-Luth Casino in Duluth, a tribal casino. 
4. Fortune Bay Resort & Casino in Tower, a tribal casino. 
5. Grand Casino Hinckley in Hinckley, a tribal casino. 
6. Grand Casino Mille Lacs in Onamia, a tribal casino. 
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7. Grand Portage Lodge & Casino in Grand Portage, a tribal casino. 
8. Jackpot Junction Casino Hotel in Morton, a tribal casino. 
9. Little Six Casino in Prior Lake, a tribal casino. 
10. Mystic Lake Casino Hotel in Prior Lake, a tribal casino. 
11. Northern Lights Casino & Hotel in Walker, a tribal casino. 
12. Palace Casino & Hotel in Cass Lake, a tribal casino. 
13. Prairie’s Edge Casino Resort in Granite Falls, a tribal casino. 
14. Running Aces in Columbus, a pari-mutuel facility. 
15. Seven Clans Casino Red Lake in Red Lake, a tribal casino. 
16. Seven Clans Casino Thief River Falls in Thief River Falls, a tribal casino. 
17. Seven Clans Casino Warroad in Warroad, a tribal casino. 
18. Shooting Star Casino Hotel in Mahnomen, a tribal casino. 
19. Treasure Island Resort & Casino in Welch, a tribal casino. 
20. White Oak Casino in Deer River, a tribal casino. 

Summary 

In summary, Minnesota slot machine casino gambling consists of video slot machines at 
tribal casinos. All of Minnesota’s casinos are on American Indian reservations. Only 
electronic video slot machines exist in Minnesota, as traditional physical reels are not 
legally permitted. 

Minnesota has negotiated 22 tribal-state compacts with 11 federally-recognized tribes, 
resulting in the establishment of 18 tribal casinos in the state. The largest is the Mystic 
Lake Casino Hotel, with the second largest being Treasure Island Casino. 

Minimum and maximum payout percentages for slot machines are legally required to be 
80% and 95%, respectively. Minnesota’s tribal casinos are not required to provide actual 
values for their payout percentages. 

Minnesota’s two pari-mutuel facilities offer card games but are currently legally 
prohibited from providing slot machines of any sort. 

Call To Action #3 

Remember to visit professorslots.com/subscribe to get my Free Report Revealing … The 
top 7 online resources for improving your gambling performance, including the one I’ve 
used as a top-tier slot machine casino gambler. 

On the Next Episode of Professor Slots 

Part I of the next episode of the Professor Slots podcast is about the advantages of 
Keeping Gambling Records 
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Part II of the next episode of the Professor Slots podcast is another  brief overview of the 
current state of gambling in a U.S. State, Territory, or Federal District. This time, I’ll be 
talking to you about the great U.S. State of Mississippi. 

Closing 

That’s the end of another great episode of the Professor Slots podcast. Thanks so much 
for listening! Show notes for this episode can be found within most podcast Apps or at 
professorslots.com/e27. 

I plan to have the next episode come out very soon for you, where I’ll have more 
amazing content for the show.  

Until the next episode: Have fun, be safe, and make good choices! Bye. 


