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Description:  I explain how to win at slots by successfully improving the odds of winning 
via slots at an older casino, winning 13 taxable jackpots in 6 days and uncounted smaller 
jackpots. Plus, Kentucky slot machine casino gambling. 

Opening 

Hello! Today’s episode #21 of the Professor Slots podcast discusses Winning on Slots at 
Older Casinos. Plus, slot machine casino gambling in the great U.S. state of Kentucky. 

Thank you for joining me for the Professor Slots podcast show. I’m Jon Friedl and this is 
the podcast about slot machine casino gambling. It is where I provide the knowledge, 
insights, and tools for helping you improve your slot machine gambling performance.  

Show notes are available within most podcast Apps or at professorslots.com/e21. 

“Jon Friedl from The Professor Slots Blog reveals all of his tips and tricks for thriving in the 
casino environment. Discover how to assess casinos to pick the best near you, choose 
winning slot machines, and identify your gambling goals: being entertained, earning 
comps, winning take-home cash, or combine them. Jon has won 90 taxable jackpots and a 
luxury car in 9 months of slots play - and made a profit at slots gambling since 2013.” 

On Last Week’s Episode… 

In case you missed it, on last week’s episode I went over how I plan to focus on growing 
my audience by providing great content through weekly podcasts and state reviews. 
Plus, I'll be making a serious effort at promoting my Professor Slots brand on other 
gambling podcasts and websites to, again, grow my audience.. 

Also last week, I reviewed Kansas slot machine casino gambling, including Kansas 
gaming regulations as applied to their 4 state-run casinos and 5 Native American tribal 
casinos. 

I hope you enjoyed listening to my last episode as much as I enjoyed making it for you. 

Call To Action #1 

Remember to visit professorslots.com/subscribe to get my Free Report Revealing … The 
top 7 online resources for improving your gambling performance, including the one I’ve 
used as a top-tier slot machine casino gambler. 



Let’s get started with the first segment of the show: Winning on slots at older casinos. 

Introduction 

If you are a slots enthusiast then, whatever your gambling goal is, you want to win at 
playing slot machines. As I have begun my return to regularly posting blog articles, I 
thought you’d appreciate knowing how to win at slots in older casinos. I’ve done it. 

What do I mean by older casinos? As I’ve briefly mentioned before, there are older-style 
casinos as well as newer-style casinos. Those casinos built or significantly renovated 
since 2012 are newer-style casinos. Otherwise, obviously, they are older-style casinos.  

What’s different about older-style casinos from those built or significantly renovated 
after 2012 is relatively straightforward. Before 2012, the technology did not fully exist to 
connect individual slot machines to a central computer located within the casino.  

Yes, there were so-called Progressive slot machines, which is a planned topic for an 
upcoming episode. But, casino operating systems weren’t yet set up to be able to manage 
ALL slot machines within a casino. In 2012, casino operating systems became available 
that could – but required extensive physical renovations to casino properties in order for 
it to be installed into the building infrastructure. Briefly, each slot machine had to be 
wired to this central computer – which meant lots and lots of cables having to be run 
under floors, over ceilings, within walls, and more. 

But, you don’t have to figure out, for now, if you play slots at an older- or newer-style 
casino. This approach I’ll be describing works at both types of casinos. Later, in many 
other episodes, I have planned about how to win at slots in newer-style casinos, you will 
indeed need to figure out if you’re playing at an older- or newer-style casino. When the 
time comes, I’ll help you with that. 

In this episode segment, I’ll tell you the story of how I figured out how to win at slots in 
older casinos. As I’ll explain, I originally did this in 2004 while attending graduate school 
as a poor college student. 

To tell this story, I’ve divided it up into the following sub-sections: 

• An Introduction; 
• Initial Gambling Rules; 
• Six Months Playing a 25-Cent, 3-Credit Slot Machine; 
• 2004 Internet Advice on Choosing a Winning Slot Machine; 
• Six Days of Winning Taxable Jackpots on a $1, 5-Credit Slot Machine; 
• Ten Years of Thoughtful Reflection; 
• Older-Style Versus Newer-Style Slot Machines; 
• Rules for Winning on Older-Style Slot Machines; and 



• a Summary. 

Initial Gambling Rules 

After my very first casino gambling experiences starting in 2003, I spent more and more 
time thinking about them without much progress on learning how to win. But, I wasn’t 
yet thinking about how to win. Rather, I was mostly thinking about the potential dangers 
of what I was getting into. 

Eventually, I made a decision to keep trying to figure out this whole slots gambling thing. 
I wasn’t expecting to win any significant amount of money, not ever. Rather, I was 
hoping not to lose a significant amount of money. 

At this time, my primary motivation was wanting to develop better control over my 
emotions while gambling at a casino. While there, I felt overwhelmed. I didn’t like feeling 
as though I was being ruled by them, at times almost controlled by my emotions. 

If my reaction to these strong emotions was a personal weakness, I knew I wouldn’t just 
find myself exposing this behavior at a casino. I could potentially be surprised by it at 
other times, either while simply living my life or when working professionally. I felt, if 
possible, it needed to be properly addressed. 

So, with this reasoning in mind for proceeding with gaining additional slot machine 
gambling experiences, I took a long look around  where I lived for any nearby casinos 
within driving distance. As it happened, there was a nice casino relatively nearby. In 
fact, its size and facilities far exceeded what I’d even heard about casinos being like at 
that point in my life. 

The local casino had table games, floors of slot machines, a high limit slot room, and 
horse racing. And, oh, the splendor of the buffet! To all my senses, it was simply 
delightful. So, with that limited assessment of a gambling establishment, about every 
month or more I’d take about $25 from my monthly graduate student stipend to go there 
and fully expected to gamble it all away on slot machines. 

But, would I…? 

Six Months Playing a 25-Cent, 3-Credit Slot Machine 

For a few years, this gambling establishment was the only casino I went to. It was the 
Prairie Meadows Racetrack and Casino outside of Des Moines, Iowa in the small city of 
Altoona. I started going there in 2004, with my last visit in early 2006 after I’d graduated 
and moved away to the east coast of the U.S.. I admittedly had what I still consider to be 
a fairly wild and crazy time. 



I learned many things about playing slot machines during those visits, both what seemed 
to work and what seemed not to work. Although, it all started out tamely enough. 

As mentioned, every few weeks or so I’d take $25 and play it on slots. After looking 
around for a while at the various slot machines available, I settled on one machine that I 
liked. It was a fairly typical $0.25 denomination, 3-credit slot machine. 

I liked it for two reasons, specifically because the: 

• Payout table was easy to read; and 
• Reel symbols were relatively simple. 

I had no special requirements other than I didn’t want to have to keep figuring out the 
“pay table” every time I moved to a different slot machine. A pay table, just to be clear, is 
a description of what symbols or combination of symbols result in a win as well as the 
cash amount of that win. 

For 20 visits over a 6-month period, I sat and played with a bankroll of $25 at this 
specific quarter-dollar, 3-credit slot machine. If I won any small amount, I’d either take it 
home to use it as my bankroll on the next visit or put it back in immediately to spend it 
right then on that machine. For the most part, I found that I was enjoying myself. 

However, I happen to be a non-smoker. At the time, this casino was often smoky, 
especially when a smoker sat next to me and lit up a cigarette or cigar, which bothered 
my allergies quite a lot. If it became particularly smoky at the casino, I found that after I 
got home I had to bag my clothes until washday just so that I didn’t wake up in the 
middle of the night with a mild asthma attack. 

However, my real dissatisfaction didn’t occur until 6 months had passed, when I won 
my first “big” jackpot. It wasn’t a taxable jackpot, i.e., $1,200 or more, but it happened to 
be the maximum jackpot that that slot machine had to offer: $1,000. 

By then, my gambling records showed that, altogether over 6 months of effort, I’d spent 
nearly $500 to win that $1,000 jackpot. Imagine my sitting there and staring at a jackpot 
for an amount equal to 10% of my annual gross income and, I naively thought, tax-free to 
boot. 

But why the feeling of dissatisfaction? Yes, I’d made back the $500 I’d spent over 6 
months. Yes, I also had $500 of profit in my hand. But, I had realized that I had only 
$500 to show for 6 months of effort. Had I even exceeded minimum wage based on all 
the hours I’d spend gambling? Not even close. 

I appreciated the win and all, I truly did, but I kept thinking that there has to be a better 
way to win than doing this! My response, my decision, my deliberate approach was, as 
usual, to do more research! To do more thinking! 



With a little more thought, I decided that I should search this relatively new thing in 
2004 called the World-Wide-Web, i.e., what we of course now call the internet, for any 
advice it might be able to share at winning when gambling via slot machines. 

2004 Internet Advice on Choosing a Winning Slot 
Machine 

The gambling just described took place around the time Google was starting to become 
available as a fairly decent Internet search engine, including to engineering graduate 
students such as I was at that time. I proceeded to search online using this remarkable 
new research tool. 

What I read online about slot machine gambling seemed fascinating. I don’t remember 
the specific keywords I used during my internet search, and certainly don’t remember 
the URL addresses I ended up linking to, but the advice I found went like this: 

a) To win big, bet big; 
b) Pick a machine that has multipliers, a second spin, or both; and 
c) Find a machine at or near the end of a row of machines that is near an area 

where people naturally group together that has both items a) and b). 

The first suggestion made a certain fine logical sense to me. 

The second suggestion was a bit of an eye-opener, but certainly seemed like an excellent 
idea. 

The third suggestion struck me as bizarre. Could it be true, that a casino would actively 
try to engage, to entice, to effectively manipulate its patrons into gambling from within 
its own property? How completely fascinating! 

I resolved to try out the suggestions on my next casino visit. This is when my gambling 
really started to become an interesting story to the people I was talking to, mostly my 
engineering professors and the staff I most often worked with at the university. These 
friends and co-workers were my first audience. 

Six Days of Winning Taxable Jackpots on a $1, 5-Credit 
Slot Machine 

After reading about those suggestions online, and thinking more and more about them, I 
finally went back to the casino with my recent $500 in prior winnings. I began hunting 
through all the slot machines looking for high credit, high dollar amount machines. 



By the way, at that time I’d never noticed the high limit slot room where I’d years later 
would spend so much time…and win so many taxable jackpots. 

I examined slot machines on the casino floor for good candidates, really more of a 
tentative slot machine assessment at this point, until I found what appeared to be a nice 
$1 denomination, 5-credit machine with multipliers included in its reel symbols except 
that it was located over in a quiet corner. 

It was a Five Times Play machine. I liked this machine because it fit at least the first 2 
criteria above. Unfortunately, it wasn’t located in a busy area. 

I kept up my search, eventually finding the same exact model of slot machine elsewhere 
in the casino. It was ideally located, assuming the advice I’d gotten from the internet was 
sound, as the second to last machine in a row near the casino’s main bar region. 

At the time, I remember being struck by how odd it was that all three criteria could be 
met with such relatively little effort. I’m much less surprised these days about having an 
instinct for pattern recognition.  

Unbeknownst to me, a wild and crazy time of my life was about to commence. There I 
was. It’s 9 a.m. on a Saturday morning. I’m looking at the best candidate I’d yet found 
based on the suggestions I’d found online for winning at slot machine gambling. I had 
$500 in my hand. I was ready to go. 

All I had to do now was put my money into the slot machine and start hitting the 
maximum bet button. I found it surprisingly difficult to put that much money into a 
machine. I was, well, reluctant. 

This reluctance, by the way, is what I now consider to be the main reason for my then 
near-future success when playing slot machines – EVERYBODY that had been playing 
that specific slot machine had also found themselves reluctant to put a lot of money into 
that slot machine. They’d probably felt this way for months, if not a few years. 

I think most people had been putting $20 in, hit max bet twice, then taken their money 
with any winnings and left. But, not me, no sir! I pressed on with my plan: I proceeded to 
put the whole $500 into it and pressed the max bet button until it was gone. Naturally, 
nothing went according to plan. Again. 

See, my bankroll didn’t go away. I found myself winning small nontaxable jackpots, lots 
of small jackpots each worth less than $1,200. There were so many of these jackpots that 
I tried for a little while to used my pen to write hash marks on my palm for each $25, $75, 
$100, $200, $500, $750 and $1,000 hits. 

But, I couldn’t keep up with how many of these small jackpots I was winning. I simply 
ran out of room on my palm to mark down all the hash marks. So, for a while, I just 



marked down how many $1,000 hits I got. I ran out of space on my palm once I got to 
around 60 or so. I might have tried harder, but other interesting things were starting to 
happen: I won my first ever taxable jackpot. It was for $1,250. I was overjoyed! 

These days, I know more than a few gamblers who’ve never won a taxable jackpot. They 
wonder how it feels, and ask what it’s like. I’ve seen the look on their faces when other 
gamblers describe it. I’ve also happened to sitting next to several gamblers when they’ve 
won their first taxable jackpot, with a couple of different responses. 

Yes, it’s a wonderful feeling, but can also be a big mystery as to what happens next. So, 
there you are, making bet after bet on the slot machine you’re playing when you notice 
that, this time, the reels have landed on an interesting combination of symbols. They 
seem familiar somehow. Maybe something seen on the pay table?? 

Plus, now the machine seems to be locked up and is definitely making lots of additional 
lights and sounds. Finally, you begin to notice that everyone nearby is looking at you 
with a strange combination of both delight and envy, maybe saying “Congratulations!” or 
“Big Money!” What could possibly have just happened? 

I can still remember that first time. It was also my first experience with how helpful slot 
attendants are, which I still appreciate. Nevertheless, it was a completely new 
experience. 

Slot attendants and other casino staff certainly deserve to be praised for how 
professional, supportive, informative, patient, and generally helpful they are to 
everyone. But, this is especially true when they’re working with first-time taxable 
jackpot winners. 

At first, I was mystified as to why the machine wouldn’t allow another bet. It had been 
working just fine a moment before. I’d been winning a lot of small, nontaxable jackpots 
and, when doing so, always stopped the machine’s roll-up sequence. 

Without that roll-up’s sound effects, it took a moment to notice the actual amount of the 
win. At that time, I was not at all aware of the $1,200 lower limit for taxable jackpots. 
However, I’d most certainly realized it was the largest jackpot I’d yet gotten. 

These days I’m a professional working as an engineer in the aerospace industry, so I’m 
glad to say that even as a lowly graduate student I had suspicions of what had happened 
and so didn’t try to tell the slot attendant that the machine was broken. 

If only in my own mind, I’m not sure I’d have ever lived such a mistake down. My 
records show that this first taxable jackpot of $1,250 occurred at 10:05 a.m. on Saturday, 
April 3, 2004. Within an hour, I won another taxable jackpot, this second time for the 
amazing amount of $3,750. 



Let’s think about this timing for a moment. Two jackpots occurring 51 minutes apart. But, 
not 51 minutes of betting occurring between them. About 15-20 minutes was taken up 
with the casino servicing that first jackpot. 

In actuality, there was only about 30 minutes of betting taking place between those two 
jackpots. I know now that that’s pretty close together. It wouldn’t be the last time this 
happened, though. Not at all. 

Servicing a taxable jackpot involves more than a few process steps. Even in 2004, for 
quicker service, slot attendants were equipped with a portable headset for dispatcher 
communication. They are notified of the taxable jackpot immediately, to hurry over to 
the waiting patron. The servicing itself is a process with multiple steps, some of which 
the patron is aware of and others which they are not directly involved with. 

Setting aside the questions asked and explanations given during the servicing of my first 
jackpot, the servicing of a taxable jackpot is relatively straightforward once you’ve been 
through it a time or two. In 2004 the process steps, some simultaneous, were: 

• Jackpot won, machine locks up, run-up begins, service request automatically 
sent; 

• Slot attendant arrives; 
• Slot attendant requests government-issued I.D. and social security number; 
• Slot attendant begins filling out paperwork, including codes from machine; 
• Attendant explains available tax payment options, requesting patron’s 

preferences; 
• Attendant requests preferred type of payout: either cash, check, or both 
• Patron signs paperwork; 
• Slot attendant unlocks slot machine, allowing play to continue or “cash-out” of 

remaining funds in slot machine at the patron’s discretion; 
• Slot attendant leaves with patron’s I.D. to get payment amount from cashier cage; 
• Slot attendant returns along with a co-worker to verify payment accuracy; and 
• Patron receives their I.D., the jackpot amount after taxes, and a W-2G tax form. 

The process for servicing a taxable jackpot has different responsibilities for the three 
entities involved: the slot machine, the casino staff, and the player.  

Despite all the assistance and professional services being provided by the casino staff for 
these two taxable jackpots, I’d begun to feel slightly emotionally overwhelmed as well as 
hungry and far too caffeinated to continue in a clear-thinking manner. 

Remember, I was also winning quite a few smaller, nontaxable jackpots, most of which 
was more money than I’d seen at any one time for years as a poor college student. 



I went home, ate a late lunch, and tried to get some much-needed sleep. But, I couldn’t 
shake the feeling that I really needed to be back at the casino playing that slot machine. 
Thinking is all well and good, I told myself, but sometimes it’s time for action. 

So, there I was at the casino at 10 p.m. that Saturday in April of 2004, betting on the same 
machine as before. Within a quarter-hour of arriving, I won a taxable jackpot for $1,500. 
Then, a few minutes before midnight, I won my biggest jackpot yet. This jackpot was an 
astonishing $6,250. That did it for me. I was done with my first day of winning taxable 
jackpots, having won 4 of them totaling $12,750. 

To put this into perspective, it’s necessary to understand that, as a lowly graduate 
student at that time living on a university’s engineering research stipend, that last 
taxable jackpot was half my annual gross salary. In addition, the total for all 4 taxable 
jackpots actually was my annual gross salary. 

So, yes, I collected my winnings at the end of that first day, went home, and stayed there 
… for a while. 

After 4 hours of sleep, I was back at the casino. That Sunday, I stayed from about 6 a.m. 
until around Noon, winning three more taxable jackpots for a total of $6,500 that day, 
not including the usual uncounted number of small, nontaxable jackpots. 

I also tried playing a few other slot machines, these with $5 denominations instead of the 
$1 denomination machine I had been playing and winning at, but only lost money with 
these. That I tried other slot machines is an indication that, despite the distractions of 
winning on a single slot machine, I was still trying to understand how winning actually 
worked during slot machine gambling. 

That Sunday afternoon and night I remember trying to catch up on my sleep, and how it 
was so difficult to ignore the ninety-six $100 bills on my nightstand next to my bed in 
my cheap studio apartment. Just so I wouldn’t have to look, I tried to cover them up with 
a book, which immediately made me laugh.  

It struck me as funny how the book got kind of propped up, almost sliding off that stack 
of hundred dollar bills, and was not at all helpful in reducing how distracted I’d become 
with all that cash just sitting there. I’d most certainly never, ever had that much cash. On 
Monday morning, I made a bank deposit of $9,600 and spent the rest of the day working 
at the university and avoiding the casino. 

The next day, on Tuesday, I withdrew $2,000 from my bank account and returned to the 
casino after work. From around 5 p.m. to 9 p.m., I won another 4 taxable jackpots, this 
time totaling $5,000. 

I then did something I thought courageous at the time yet also knew to be un-researched 
and therefore fairly stupid. When I decided to leave, I noticed the high limit slot machine 



room. I went in. I admit that I briefly thought about what I was about to do. In my mind, 
I hadn’t even had the $5,000 in my hand for more than a couple of minutes. So what if I 
lost $3,000 of it? I’d still have the remaining $2,000 that I’d walking into the casino with. 

So, after having done no prior research, having made no prior assessment of the high 
limit slot machines in that high limit room, with barely a careful thought in my head, I 
put $3,000 into one of the $100 denomination, 1-credit slot machines and hit the 
maximum bet button until it was all gone. And all gone it truly was. 

I lost $3,000 without a single jackpot, taxable or otherwise. Again, my mistake was I 
hadn’t done a bit of preparation, research, or assessment beforehand. Not. One. Bit. And, 
with the loss of that much money, almost a third my annual salary at the time, I’d just 
paid dearly for not doing so. 

While the loss of that $3,000 was a painful personal lesson on what happens when not 
being prepared, I place a high value on the experience. I believe that that loss prevented 
far greater gambling losses later. 

Imagine, if you will, what would have likely happened if I had won. On that machine, 
the lowest possible jackpot was over the nontaxable limit. If I’d won it, I’d have felt 
encouraged to continue then and, most likely, later with other winnings. 

However, what would likely have happened if I’d won a medium-sized jackpot for that 
machine, say $100,000? Or, far worse, the quarter-million maximum jackpot? That 
$3,000 loss taught me in the easiest way to accept that I was truly unprepared to win. 

I returned three more times to that casino over the next few days, playing only the $1 
denomination, 5-credit Five-Times-Play model slot machine I’d been winning taxable 
jackpots on. 

While I won only one taxable jackpot each on Thursday and Friday, the smaller, 
nontaxable jackpots were relatively extensive. I made a decent profit on both trips. On 
Saturday, however, it all came to an abrupt end. 

I’d gambled on 5 days over a 7-day period, sometimes visiting the casino twice a day. I’d 
won 13 taxable jackpots totaling $28,500.  

At the time, my best estimate for the amount of nontaxable jackpots was about twice 
that, at $60,000. In hindsight, using what I know now, it was more likely twice that, 
around $120,000. Not having used a reward’s card during that week, I don’t really know 
for sure how much it was. 

As mentioned, my first slot machine gambling experiences ended abruptly on Saturday. 
With $500 cash in hand, I returned to the casino that morning. I went to the slot 
machine I’d been winning at and, as usual, inserted the 5 hundred-dollar bills. 



Again, as usual, I then proceeded to make the maximum bets of $5 each. That $500 
bankroll was gone in 15 minutes without a taxable jackpot, although I do recall winning a 
single nontaxable jackpot for $25. To say that I was stunned is an understatement. 

Over the next weeks and months of 2004, I would return less and less often each time 
with less and less cash, and always have the same lackluster result. For some reason I 
didn’t yet understand, it was over. But, the thinking had only just begun. Over this same 
time, and the next year and the year after that, I began to develop theories. I began to 
truly understand what had happened. 

Ten Years of Thoughtful Reflection 

There’s a bit more to this story about my gambling experiences in 2004, but this is a good 
point to pause and reflect for a moment. Why? Because I spent 10 long years reflecting 
about what I just described having done, and that analysis is useful in gaining a deeper 
level of understanding of what had been happening than I’d been aware of then. 

I’ve thought about spending that $3,000 on the $100 denomination, 1-credit high limit 
slot machine. I’ve gone over it endlessly. I was fine with taking the chance. I was fine 
with spending that much money, that particular money given how I’d just won it, in 2 
minutes flat. 

What I wasn’t fine with was not having done research or performing careful thought. 
Why that machine? Why not spread the money around the other machines in the high 
limit slot machine room? Heck, what exactly was even in that room? Did I look around? 
No. I looked at maybe 3 slot machines before picking the one I spent $3,000 on. 

I remember there were people there, but not if there was a booth for casino employees or 
if anyone else was playing another machine. Why am I going on about this? What point 
am I making? Well, here’s my point: 9 years, 7 months, 10 days, 6 hours, and 6 minutes 
later I went into another high limit slot room, much better prepared, and proceeded to 
kick its butt. 

Between Saturday and Friday, April 3 thru April 9 in 2004, I went back and forth to the 
casino as often as I physically could. I won 13 taxable jackpots that week for a total of 
$28,500. About one-third went to pay taxes, paid immediately by the casino from each 
hand payout at my request. 

Another third was used to continue gambling. The final one-third I kept, spending part 
of it on an expensive 14-inch flat screen computer monitor and about the same on a 
rental deposit for a better college apartment. 

As an aside, did I mention buying $1,000 worth of lottery tickets at the convenience 
store across the street from the casino on the way home on one of those days that week? 



No? Well, nothing too interesting came out of that. I will say it took a while to check all 
the tickets for winning numbers. However, apparently, collecting $100 on a lottery ticket 
is not at all common. 

Again, when I went back to the casino on Saturday, April 10, 2004, to play the usual slot 
machine with a $500 bankroll, the entire bankroll was gone in a few minutes. Over the 
next few days, I put in less and less money into that slot machine, always with the same 
result. 

After 6 days of playing at all different times of the day for most days of that week, it had 
suddenly gone from paying out huge amounts of low, non-taxable and taxable jackpots 
to not paying out more than a few dollars, if that. It didn’t take much thought to realize 
that its odds of winning had been significantly lowered. 

At some point between when I left on Friday night and came back in on Saturday, casino 
staff had physically opened up the machine, and proceeded to manually lower its payout 
odds. During my week of gambling, I hadn’t even know that the odds of winning on a 
slot machine were adjustable. 

If I had known, I would have made an effort to gamble while I could still win, especially 
on those two days when I didn’t gamble at all. I had no idea such a physical change could 
and would eventually happen but, then, I was ignorant about a lot of things regarding 
slot machine gambling. How could I not be, with so little preparation? 

Over the last 10 years or so I’ve put together a few key takeaways of that whole early 
experience at gambling, but back then I had only a few ideas on how to proceed. The 
first idea is hugely important, so important that you probably already know it. 

I didn’t, not until my tax preparer explained it, but back then I didn’t really know much 
of anything about gambling. What is this hugely beneficial idea? Simply this: KEEP 
GAMBLING RECORDS. I plan to go into detail on this topic in a later episode. 

My other idea after how the slot machine stopped paying out was to think about why it 
had been paying out in the first place. My best guess was and is that that slot machine 
simply hadn’t been used much recently. 

Who in their right mind would bet $5 for each push of a button, and keep doing it for 
anything like $500? Especially in a relatively low income state in the Midwest, was my 
thought. I should wait before trying again, I thought. I should wait, say, a year before 
trying again. 

And, so, that is what I did. In February of 2005, I twice spent $500 in that machine. The 
first time, I won a $1,250 jackpot just before spending the remainder of that bankroll. The 
second time, I spent the whole $500 without winning a single taxable jackpot. 



Another year later, having recently entered aerospace industry as a working professional 
making multiple times more than my prior graduate student salary, I twice spent $2,000 
gambling via slot machines. The first $2,000 was again spent at the same casino on the 
same slot machine, from which I won another $1,250 jackpot and took home about 
$1,000. 

The second $2,000 bankroll was spent at Mohegan Sun, a casino located near to where I 
had moved in southern New England. The specific slot machine I spent the $2,000 
bankroll on was the same model as I’d won on previously, and the only one of its kind 
that I could find within the casino. I lost the whole bankroll within a few minutes. 

I set aside slot machine gambling after that. It would be years before I’d return to it. My 
professional career had started to require significant attention to go well, living expenses 
in southern New England were significantly higher than I’d expected, and student loans 
were coming due. So ended my early gambling experience. 

Looking back across those years, using a perspective gained from my most recent 
gambling experiences, I have noticed some oddities in that 2004 experience which stems 
from not using the casino’s available rewards card. The consequences of this were that I 
was never visited by a host nor was I ever comp’d for anything at all. Nothing. 

If you do or ever plan to gamble, I highly encourage joining that casino’s rewards 
program. All other considerations aside, and I’ve discussed them in a prior post, the 
benefits of players clubs definitely add to the overall gambling experience. 

Older-Style Versus Newer-Style Slot Machines 

The story about my first gambling experiences from more than a decade ago can be 
examined closely in a way helpful to beginners on how to best approach slots gambling. 
That experience was entirely centered on the older-style slot machines, a technological 
type of slot machine I’ve recently observed to still be prevalent in many older casinos. 

What I mean by older-style slot machines is that all slot machines I’ve worked with give 
the appearance of being separated into two different mechanical-electrical systems. Both 
kinds accept a patron’s card, but the older-style machines have LED readouts that 
display simple red or yellow messages such as a scrolling “WELCOME JON!” These LED 
displays are much smaller, but similar to signs still seen outside of a bank displaying the 
current temperature and date. 

This type of LED message display for the players club card clearly indicates an older-
style slot machine. These types of slot machines can be found at older casinos, but never 
at relatively new casinos. 



From my slot machine gambling experience of 10+ years ago, these types of slot 
machines had constant odds of winning roughly the same number and size of taxable 
jackpots day and night for every day of the week, continuing until a casino slot 
technician physically opened up the machine and manually changed the odds of 
winning and relative sizes of jackpots. 

A slot machine can still be of the older-style variety even if it has been updated to 
display for the players club information. Older-style and new-style slot machines have 
the primary difference of being controlled by a central computer system. In one limiting 
case, slots with LED display are not controlled in this matter. 

In the other limiting case, slots with multi-color touch screen displays similar to a smart 
device display are controlled by a central computer system. 

Those slots with displays which are less high tech than smart devices, but higher tech 
than LED displays, can be difficult to determine whether or not they are older-style or 
newer-style slot machines. However, for what it is worth, I’ve yet to confirm any non-
touch screen player card display slot machine to be controlled by a central computer. 

In my experience, new-style machines can be found any new casino that has opened 
since early 2013. Their high-resolution, small, color touchscreen displays allow for 
checking players club balances, ordering beverages, and collecting any eligible free slot 
play. 

Rules for Winning on Older-Style Slot Machines 

Types of older-style slot machines to avoid include any progressive slot machine unless 
they are being specifically targeted. Later, I’ll provide an episode segment describing 
strategies for approaching progressive slots in a winning manner for those with an 
aptitude, specific interest, or otherwise want to play them. 

Types to consider approaching include slots with multiplies like the Five Times Play 
machine from the story. Again, remember these basic assessment rules for older-style 
slot machines: 

• To win big, you need to bet big; 
• Pick a machine that has multipliers, or a second spin, or both; and 
• Find a machine at or near the end of a row of machines that is near an area 

where people naturally group together that has both items above. 

A relatively large bankroll will likely be needed to get started, under the assumption that 
there may be more than one candidate slot machine that needs the acceptance criteria 
for a winning older-style slot machine. 



A hundred or so dollars would be more than enough if a winning slot machine is 
discovered, because immediate small jackpots will maintain that level of bankroll, will 
continuously cycle a small bankroll, long enough for a taxable jackpot to eventually be 
won. 

However, if the wrong candidate slot machine is chosen, a bankroll of a hundred or so 
dollars can be significantly reduced or completely lost in a short amount of time. 

This is a financial investment with an inherent risk. Two or three bankrolls each of a 
hundred or so dollars may very well be needed to find which candidate slot machine, if 
any, is currently set up to win. 

Also, be aware that this is a relatively commonly known technique from a decade past. 
Again, it’s likely to already be know. So, the slot machine that has been set up to win by 
the casino may have already been approached by a savvy player who has already reaped 
their financial reward. 

After some time, the casino likely noticed and, if so, put a stop to it by simply changing 
the odds of winning for that machine. If more than one slot machine meets the above 
criteria to make it a candidate winner, be aware that the casino may very well switch 
between them as time passes. 

It would be best to assume that you’ve correctly identified candidate slot machines using 
the above criteria. However, it is also best to assume that others have previously tried 
and succeeded in winning at those slot machines using the same method. The question 
becomes, how long has it been? 

Whether it’s of the older-style or newer-style variety, a casino has promotional funds 
available to encourage gambling in many ways. Setting up certain kinds of slot machine 
near common areas where winning can be seen by many patrons at once, who then go 
off to gamble themselves at other slot machines, is simply a less advertised promotional 
event. And, because promotional funds are on a limited budget, these candidate slot 
machines are not always going to be set up to win. 

There are two possibilities with these candidate slot machines: They may or may not be 
currently set up to win. If not set to win, which should be obvious after less than 20 bets, 
a player wishing to use this strategy needs to recognize that is simply the situation at 
that time. 

To implement the strategy, simply come back at a much later time, i.e., months later. 
Further, consider when is the best time of the year to try this strategy. 

What time of the year might a casino be using their promotional funds to encourage 
gambling? A clue can be found from my own experience from a decade ago, which 
occurred during the first week of April. 



Less than coincidently, this is precisely when slot gambling is at its peak each year. 
Winter is over, spring has arrived, and parents wanting to go on family vacations are still 
waiting for children to get out of school. This is when people most want to gamble, and 
when casino operators prepare for them to do so. 

The second possibility is if a candidate slot machine is indeed deliberately set up to win 
by the casino as described. You’ve successfully found a winning slot machine. What 
then? Are you ready for what comes next, to optimize performance and maximize 
profits? In other words, what is the plan? 

When I won 13 taxable jackpots over 6 days using this strategy more than a decade ago, 
my performance was not optimal nor did I maximize profits. Why? Put simply, I was not 
prepared to win. I played that winning older-style slot machine for only a few hours at a 
time. I even skipped, i.e., didn’t gamble at all, on two of the 6 days it was set up to win. 

To truly optimize performance and maximize profits when using this strategy, at least 
one trusted partner is necessary. The basic plan should be to never stop playing that 
winning slot machine. The casino will be open 24 hours a day, for 7 days a week. 

Optimal play is to keep playing without stopping for anything, except momentarily, due 
to paperwork for taxable jackpot hand payouts. As mentioned, a trusted partner or two is 
essential to accomplish such a plan. 

Further, it will become important, if possible, to not allow the slot machine to be serviced 
during this time. I’d suggest limiting one’s own personal use of the cash-in and voucher 
in/out features of the slot machine. 

Doing so will less likely require the slot machine to be serviced due to filling the cash bin 
with money, filling the voucher bin with paper, and using all of the voucher paper for 
printing will drive the need for the slot machine to be serviced. 

If played continuously, eventually this winning older-style slot machine will be due to 
have its odds of winning changed by the casino based on their schedule. Because it is of 
the older-style variety, it must be done manually by a slot technician who physically 
opens the slot machine to adjusts its settings. 

Either this slot technician will wait for whomever is playing the slot machine to quit and 
thereby leave the machine idle, or they will politely interrupt the player to make the 
manual adjustments. 

If the technician (or casino) decides to wait, then by all means keep playing that winning 
slot machine. If they insist on interrupting to make the settings change, the player can 
make a decision to protest or concede to their request depending on circumstances. After 
all, working a 12-hour shifts a day for up to a week will be both mentally and physically 
grueling. 



By the time the slot technician shows up to physically change the odds, the player may 
need to stop or may otherwise not be able to continue much longer in any case. If the 
technician successfully makes the change, at least the player has learned two items of 
importance: 

1. They have maximized the amount of winning playing time at that slot machine; 
and 

2. It is now time to perform a cost efficiency re-assessment of the slot machine. 

For using this technique at newer-style casinos, where slot machine odds are adjusted 
through the use of a central computer, you can avoid allowing such a change to take play 
by simply not removing your players card for more than about 15 minutes. According to 
my current understanding of these modern casino operating systems, the odds of 
winning for slot machines cannot be adjusted if it is in use by a player. Apparently, the 
slot machine needs to be idle, without a players card in it, for at least 15 minutes before 
its odds can be updated. 

Summary 

There are a multitude of ways to improve your odds of winning at slot machines, many 
of which I will be explaining in the near future. In this episode segment, I explain how to 
win at slots in older casinos. The basic approach described is not limited to just older-
style casinos. However, it is the only way I know of to successfully improve your odds of 
winning via slots gambling at older-style casinos. 

But, again, you don’t have to figure out, for now, if you play slots at an older- or newer-
style casino. This approach I’ve described has worked for me at both types of casinos.  

Here, I’ve told you the story of how I figured out how to win at slots in older casinos by 
using this approach. As explained, I did this in 2004 while attending graduate school as a 
poor college student. I’ve gone further, beyond explaining what to look for in a candidate 
slot machine, and discussed how to make the most of this winning slot machine, once 
found. 

I wish you well if you decide to attempt this approach, and would appreciate hearing 
from you about your successes via Twitter by tweeting or DMing me to @ProfessorSlots. 

Call To Action #2 

Remember to visit professorslots.com/subscribe to get my Free Report Revealing … The 
top 7 online resources for improving your gambling performance, including the one I’ve 
used as a top-tier slot machine casino gambler. 



Show notes for this episode are now available within most podcast Apps, but are also 
available on my website at professorslots.com/e21. 

Up next is the second segment of the show: Kentucky Slot Machine Casino Gambling. 

Introduction 

In this episode segment, I provide a brief overview of the current state of gambling in a 
U.S. state, U.S. territory, or U.S. federal district emphasizing, by far, anything of interest 
to slot machine casino gamblers.  

Each state-by-state episode segment can be expected to include: 

• An Introduction; 
• Relevant Legal Statutes on Gambling, if any; 
• Slot Machine Private Ownership; 
• State Gaming Commission, if any; 
• Gambling Establishments, if any; and 
• A Summary. 

Here goes. 

Kentucky slot machine casino gambling is essentially nonexistent. While casinos and 
gambling establishments are strictly illegal in Kentucky, it’s important to understand 
how the Commonwealth of Kentucky has defined and interprets “gambling” as. 

“Gambling means staking or risking something of value upon the outcome of a contest, 
game, gaming scheme, or gaming device which is based upon an element of chance, in 

accord with an agreement or understanding that someone will receive something of value 
in the event of a certain outcome.” 

Kentucky’s interpretation of gambling depends whether or not skill is a prevailing factor 
in the activity, and that the competitor’s level of skill “must sufficiently govern the 
results.” Therefore, competition-based games are legal including pari-mutuel wagering 
but, relevant to our interest as slots enthusiasts, slot machine casino gambling is illegal. 

However, Kentucky currently has 1,720 competition-based electronic games available in 
a few of their pari-mutuel facilities, which might be of interest. 

Historically speaking, Kentucky has had a fascinating relationship with gambling. While 
casino gambling was never legal, gambling dens were prevalent before the Great 
Depression of 1929. Much of this opening display of gambling was located in Newport, 
across the Ohio River from Cincinnati, and included an element of organized crime. If 
ever in Newport, consider walking the historic Newport Gangster Tour. 



Relevant Legal Statutes on Gambling 

The legal gambling age in Kentucky is 18 for individuals engaged in bingo, lottery, and 
dog/horse race betting. The legal age for gambling online is 21. 

Individuals engaged in what Kentucky defines as illegal gambling generally have little or 
nothing to worry about, as Kentucky state law does not prescribe punishment if 
partaking of these “illegal” acts of gambling.  

However, it is punishable to “advance gambling activity”, so operators of anything 
related to illegal gambling need to be careful. For example, gambling advertisements or 
otherwise inducing someone to gamble would be illegal and punishable. A more 
common example would be to host a poker game: This is legal only if no one is “induced” 
to play or if an individual directly benefits financially due to game rules, i.e., if the 
“house gets a cut of the action”. 

Kentucky’s anti-gambling laws do not include gambling devices such as kiosks 
dispensing tickets at licensed pari-mutuel facilities. 

Kentucky has a state lottery and also permits charitable games. 

In 2010, Kentucky Governor Steve Beshear generated a great deal of controversy with 
regards to online gaming. Because it is illegal to run a casino in Kentucky, the state felt 
compelled to enforce their anti-gambling laws against online casinos based outside of 
Kentucky at which citizens of Kentucky had lost money. 

Per a ABC News Report, the lawsuit wasn’t written to return lost money to private 
citizens, but instead any recouped funds would be received by the state of Kentucky. 
The lawsuit specifically identified 141 online casinos, eventually seizing their domain 
names.  

In 2015, Judge Thomas Wingate found in favor of Kentucky in its lawsuit, awarding 
Kentucky $870,000,000 in damages for violating Kentucky’s anti-gambling laws. Legal 
appeals set to contest the ruling began in January of 2016. 

Slot Machine Private Ownership 

Next up is a usually short statement about slot machine private ownership, which I have 
included in case you live in this U.S. state and are considering owning a slot machine. 
Here it is:  

It is legal to privately own a slot machine in Kentucky. 



State Gaming Commission 

The Department of Charitable Gaming is under the authority of Kentucky’s Public 
Protection Cabinet. Their mission is to: 

• Provide a regulatory framework allowing charitable gaming to thrive as a viable 
fundraising mechanism 

• Ensure the productivity of charitable gaming through appropriate regulation, 
oversight, and education 

Gambling Establishments 

Red Mile Kentucky Harness and Historic Racing in Lexington has 902 gaming 
machines, while Kentucky Downs Casino in Franklin as 631 gaming machines. The 
remaining 6 gambling establishments in Kentucky include 

1. Bluegrass Downs in Paducah. 
2. Churchill Downs in Louisville. 
3. Ellis Park Racino in Henderson. 
4. Keeneland Race Course in Lexington. 
5. Kentucky Downs Casino in Franklin. 
6. Red Mile Kentucky Harness and Historic Racing in Lexington. 
7. Thunder Ridge in Prestonsburg. 
8. Turfway Park in Florence. 

Summary 

In summary, Kentucky slot machine casino gambling does not exist. However, Kentucky 
holds the greatest prestige in the world with regards to pari-mutuel wagering, with tracks 
opening in 1875.  

Kentucky is generating ongoing controversy in the online gaming industry, an activity 
considered illegal by state law, in part by attempting to recoup funds for the state from 
money lost by its citizens to online gaming. 

While casinos have never been legal in Kentucky, historically this state has provided a 
significant contribution to the history of gambling. Illegal casinos and organized crime in 
Newport in northern Kentucky generated an enduring long-term negative perception of 
casino gambling still influencing Kentucky to this day as well as the nation as a whole. 

Call To Action #3 



Remember to visit professorslots.com/subscribe to get my Free Report Revealing … The 
top 7 online resources for improving your gambling performance, including the one I’ve 
used as a top-tier slot machine casino gambler. 

Podcast Interviews (if any) 

I have a two interviews on other gambling podcasts coming out soon, but I’ll wait to tell 
you more about where to find them until they’ve actually been released. 

On the Next Episode of Professor Slots 

Part I of the next episode of the Professor Slots podcast has not yet been determined. 

Part II of the next episode of the Professor Slots podcast is another  brief overview of the 
current state of gambling in a U.S. State, Territory, or Federal District. This time, I’ll be 
talking to you about the U.S. State of Louisiana. 

Closing 

That’s the end of another great episode of the Professor Slots podcast. Thanks so much 
for listening! Show notes for this episode can be found within most podcast Apps or at 
professorslots.com/e21. 

I plan to have the next episode come out very soon for you, where I’ll have more 
amazing content for the show.  

Until the next episode: Have fun, be safe, and make good choices! Bye. 

 


